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Dear Members,
Another calendar year has come to an end. 2017 has been a historic 
year due to various policy decisions taken and implemented by the 
Finance Ministry like Demonetization initiative and GST which will 
result in ease of doing business. Although there was stiff resistance in 
the beginning by All and One, it eased after a while when the GST 
Council considered the many suggestions received from various 
industries. Plastic Industry also received some respite after the GST rates were brought down in 
some areas.

TAAPMA has purchased a new spacious office on the 9th Floor, 914 at the same building 
Raghava Ratna Towers and the Secretariat of TAAPMA has been shifted to the new premises in 
the month of November. The inauguration photos are available in TAAPMA website for your 
reference.

Members Diary / Directory 2018 has been printed and dispatched to all members. Hope you 
might have received your company copy by now. Please inform the secretariat if there are any 
changes in your contact details so that they can be updated in TAAPMA database.

As you are aware and as informed earlier IPLEX18, 9th Edition is being organized by TAAPMA at 
HITEX, Hyderabad from 3rd of August to 6th of August, 2018. The Marketing team is making all 
efforts to see that all the stalls are being booked. As of now, 119 stalls have been booked and 
another 35 stalls need to be booked. Interested members are requested to see the Hall Layouts 
in IPLEX2018 website and book there stalls or contact TAAPMA office.  

PLASTINDIA 2018 is being organized at Gandhinagar, Gujarat from February 7th to 12th. We 
had organized the launch programs at Vijayawada and Visakhapatnam for the members of 
Andhra Pradesh in the month of December-2017. We request all members to visit this Exhibition 
and update their knowledge by watching the live machines and interacting with the 
international and national Exhibitors.

Look forward to meeting you at PLASTINDIA Exhibition

ALL THE BEST

Venugopal Jasti



FULLY FURNISHED NEW MODERN TAAPMA OFFICE



MINI AUDITORIUM WITH CAPACITY OF 70 SEATING

TAAPMA DIARY / DIRECTORY 2018 LAUNCHED

The 2018 Version of Members Directory cum Diary was unveiled at Hotel Palace Heights 
by the President Sri Venugopal Jasti in the presence of Managing Committee Members and Past Presidents. 

The Chairman of Directory Committee Sri Ashok Bhargava informed that the Directory is ready for distribution 
and will reach all members within a week and thanked all members and advertisers for their support.
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State of the Art- Energy production in 

India-According to the Indian 'Ministry 

of new and renewable Energies,' the 

peak power deficit in India, in Year 2016-

17, decreased to 0.5%. An encouraging 

statistic indeed, but has it translated to 

'No power cuts' situation yet? Sadly, the 

answer to that is no.

To reduce the power deficit in India, the 

solar and wind energy has played a big 

role. But these resources are less 

predictable making the grid supply less 

dependable. Therefore, there is a need 

forDecentralized and flexible power 

generat ion capac i ty, that  can 

compensate the peak demand and 

secure a dependablepower supply. And 

to overcome this goal, 'Biomass energy' 

and especially wood energy can be a 

rational solution!

Wood energy and cogeneration-
An opportunity for plastic industry

One usually considers as a rule of 

thumb, that uncontrolled cutting of 

trees is a root cause for many 

environmental problems like soil 

erosion, increase of CO2 levels, loss of 

habitat for organisms etc...

But on the other side, the wood energy 

is one of the most practical green 

energy resource when used rationally 

and with environmental planning. One 

may question whether the wood energy 

should be called as green/renewable 

energy at all. But all biomass is 

traditionally considered a renewable 

source of energy because it is part of 

the natural carbon cycle on Earth. That 

means, unlike the fossil fuels it does not 

disturb the established balance of 

carbon cycle.

Germany as one of the leading 

coun t r i e s  i n  Renewab l e  and  

decentralized energy sector, has set 

example of best use of all renewable 

resources including Wood and biomass. 

Being blessed with dense and fast-

growing forestry, wood is abundantly 

available as a fuel source here. Apart 

from the scheduled wood cutting 

followed to avoid forest fires in Summer, 

and new plantation is done on regular 

basis to maintain the ecological balance. 

Professional wood farming is commonly 

practiced for revenue generation. 

Because of the overall colder weather 

conditions, heat energy is precious in 

Germany. Use of wood for gasification 

and further using the wood gas in 

CHPC systems works wonders in 

German scenario since almost all the 

heat (except in summer) that is co-

generated along with the electricity is 

utilized, making it financially feasible. 

In Indian context, the wood stock is 

available in equal abundance if not more. 

In India, the heat application is of 

relevance majorly for industrial 

applications like chemical, paints, food 

processing, cement, dairy etc. Apart 

from the demand for heat energy, there 

is also much demand for cold 

production in India due to hotter 

weather. The heat energy produced 





Schematic representation- CHPC system

from the cogeneration can ironically be 

used for cold production using various 

techniques like partial absorption 

process, and thus adding to the 

feasibility of the system for India.

Wood as fuel source- Apart from 

planned forest cutting and use of wood 

wastes, wood farming is an eco-friendly 

and countable resource of wood that 

can prove to be profitable! The fast-

growing woods like bamboo, oak, teak, 

Indian Elm, Bombax ceiba make good 

examples for wood plantation. 
Calorific value of fire-wood is 14-16 

MJ/KG depending on the moisture 

content. And after gasification, the 

calorific value of wood gas ranges from 

65 to 85 MJ/kg depending on the wood. 

Hydrogen and CO being the major 

constituents, traces of CH4 also 

contributes to the calorific value of 

wood gas. The combustion products of 

wood gas are clean and harmless to the 

atmosphere. The wood-Gasification 

process is very efficient way of 

producing combustible fuel which can 

be used in conventional engines or even 

direct use. The main advantage of wood 

gas as fuel in cogeneration, is that the 

overall efficiency of above 80% can be 

achieved! The plastic industry in India 

being one of the prominent consumers 

of electricity and heat, the CHPC 

systems is predominantly relevant for 

plastics processing and manufacturing 

units. Apart from production, the CHPC 

plants would be very much relevant for 

plastic recycling industry due to the 

higher heat demand. After sufficing the 

individual energy need of (Electricity 

and Heat), the surplus energy can be 

supplied to the energy network through 

which revenue can be generated. The 

cogeneration CHPC (combined heat-

power-cold) plants are so dependable, 

that uninterrupted power supply (e.g. 

7200 hours/year) can be taken for 

granted with minimal maintenance. For 

promoting the energy generation from 

biomass, the government of India 

through MNRE and various other 

government bodies offers subsidies and 

finances.

M.Sc. Mechanical Engineer
(Energy & Environmental Engineering)

a.joshi@holzenergie-wegscheid.de

Abhishek V. Joshi

Tech - Talk



Tech - Talk

Plastics have become an integral part of 

the modern economy and with their 

unique combination of multi-functional 

properties with low cost, plastics use 

has increased approximately twentyfold 

in the past 50 years. And for Packaging 

Industry, plastics have completely 

changed the outlook of various business 

sectors as it delivers many benefits to all 

the stakeholders and ultimately to the 

end consumers.

Thin Wall Packaging is one of the most 

dynamic format used in the packaging 

industry because of well-known 

reasons and it continues to be delivering 

new concepts. With plenty of 

innovations around; now the question is 

being discussed that how thin is the best 

thin. But it's not only about just down-

gauging and weight reduction, there are 

various developments from innovative 

resins, decoration techniques, label 

materials, pack designs, molding process 

to machine technology are all going-on 

to serve the industry.

Some of the innovations are as below :

NEW RESINS : 
SABIC has developed some new impact 

copolymers suitable for the production 

of Thin Wall Packaging of dairy products 

such as yoghurts, cream, flavored milk, 

cheese spreads and yellow fats. The 

containers produced can be 10% lower 

in weight with wall thickness of 0.36mm 

while maintaining the same top load. 

The materia l  contains specia l  

processing and antistatic additives 

which provides high flow and high 

crystallization speed, and together 

result in reduced cycle times and 

Innovations in Thin Wall Packaging
Kaunain Shahidi

Certified professional achieving success through multifaceted 
art & science of product & packaging management
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potential savings in unit costs at the 

converters end.

National Petrochemical Industrial Co. 

(NATPET) has developed high-clarity 

polypropylenes. The materials contain 

Milliken's Millad NX 8000 latest-

generation clarifying agent for 

transparency which also enables the 

converters to achieve added benefit of 

considerable energy and cost savings by 

processing the grade at lower 

temperatures and cycle times.

Borealis has introduced various random 

polypropylene (PP) copolymers grades 

with excellent organoleptic properties 

and high melt flow rate though 

combination of polymerization 

technology and nucleation technology. 

The materials are of tailor-made 

molecular weight distribution and 

crystalline structure resulting in fast 

crystallization & very good balance of 

transparency, impact and stiffness 

properties suitable for Thin Wall 

Packaging. The resins also help in 

improving the throughput for 

convertors because of high flowability 

and reduction in cooling time.

Other than new resins with improved 

properties, interestingly the solutions 

offered by these and other companies 

help in reducing energy consumption 

during production of the containers 

which means a lower carbon footprint, 

an environmental factor of thoughtful 

significance.

Even compostable and bio-based 

polymers are being used including PLA 

based from NatureWorks and 

renewably (amylose starch) sourced, 

named plantic from Eval.

For Thermoformed Thin Wall Packaging, 

foamed APET is replacing conventional 

PET or PET/PE sheets as in addition to 

the savings of weight, this offers high 

mechanical strength and robustness 

including suitability to use as a deep 

draw film and other operational 

benefits.

Treofan has developed various new 

versions of low temperature sealable 

films including foamed films with 

densities between 0.55 - 0.88 g/cm³. The 

latest one is EUP high-performance in-

mold labeling films for thin wall 

packaging, matte on both sides, meets 

the demanding requirements of sheeted 

offset printing. Its high stiffness enables 

high processing speeds with excellent 

quality, while the low density ensures 

optimal area yield. Company has also 

introduced natural films made of 

renewable plant-based resources.

Taghleef Industries has developed 

Titanium LTZ Metallic IML film, which 

provides the containers the desired 

metallic finish. The film can be printed on 

both sides and suitable for both sheet-

fed and rotary print formats and doesn't 

require any primer coating. The metallic 

layer provides scratch resistance and 

great ink adhesions as well. The 

company has also developed films with 

soft touch luxurious tactile finish.

Attention is the new currency in the 

NEW LABEL FILMS

NEW DECORATION 

TECHNIQUES

current competitive and crowded 

market place at all sales channels. There 

are various decoration process 

currently being used for Thin Wall 

Packaging by the convertors and the 

brand owners based on the available 

t e c h n i c a l  k n ow - h ow, m a r ke t  

requirements and the cost including 

Injection Molded Labels (IML), Dry off-

set, Shrink Sleeves, Paper Sleeves, 

Screen/Pad Printing, Digital IJ, Pre-

printed sheets, Heat Transfer etc.

Verstraete has developed labels with 

Matt, UltraGloss & Metallic effects for 

extra shelf appeal to improve brand 

identity and market share. To match the 

trend of natural look packaging, 

company has also introduced paper 

look labels for brands to appear 

authentic or artisanal and in addition to 

that company also offers various 

textures with rough and smooth feel to 

improve the consumer's sensorial 

experience with the packaging.

Korsini has developed labels which are 

autoclave resistance and high oxygen 

barrier. The solutions help in improving 

the organoleptic properties of the food 

and shelf life as well. Company also 

offers UV coated high abrasion 

resistance labels for industrial 

applications.

Jokey has come up with various 

sustainable and intelligent packaging 

options for thin wall containers market 

which includes labels with digital 

watermark, Fragrance, Black-light, 

Thermochromic for temperature 

sensitive products, Peel-off function, 

Super Clear and tactile coating with 
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raised structure which gives the motif 

an exciting 3D effects.

VanDam has introduced a new concept 

for decoration of Thin Wall Packaging 

which is called In-direct Flexo printing. 

The containers can be surface printed 

by using process colors and the result is 

very close to IML appearance and much 

better than conventional dry offset 

printing. The solution is cost effective 

and shorten the time to market for the 

new products launch.

Thin Wall Packaging components are 

produced through different molding 

process. There are various new tools 

and technology which have been 

introduced by few companies to 

improve the format.

Multiple gating, Ultra-fast and Ultra-thin 

panels with flow leader are some of the 

new injection molding technologies 

which help in improving the weight of 

the Thin Wall Packaging and makes the 

process and container cost effective. 

Injection-Compression is another new 

technology which has revolutionized 

the market.

Barrier Co-injection concepts have 

been further strengthen by Ferromatic 

Milacron-Kortec and Husky by 

improving the barrier properties of 

produced containers. Nano-plasma 

coating technology introduced by 

INglass SpA through ERMO moulds and 

HRSflow hot runners is another 

innovative way to produce the high 

NEW MOULDING 

TECHNIQUES

barrier packaging to improve the shelf 

life of the products and reduce the 

environmental impact of food 

packaging.

Another innovative concept, the 

MuCell technology involves the 

introduction of N or CO2 as the 

foaming agent in supercritical state into 

the polymer in the plasticizing unit of an 

injection molding machine. 13% weight 

reduction, 50% clamp tonnage 

reduction and 15% injection pressure 

reduction can be achieved through this 

technology. Additional benefits are 

further thin walling, improved IML 

process, ability to use thinner labels.

A  n o v e l  ' R e v o l v i n g  M o l d '  

Thermoforming System OMV RM77 

f rom Polytype o f fers  var ious  

operational benefits including precision, 

smart stacking and high productivity.

For Injection molding, Intelligent and 

smart mould, first of its kind is 

developed by IML Solutions, which helps 

in predictive maintenance before failure 

happens, complete monitoring of all 

functions through one system and 

Industry 4.0 compliant.

Sumitomo (SHI) Demag has introduced 

its new EL-Exis SP with shortest cycle 

time suitable for high end packaging 

production and minimum maintenance 

cost.

ELION 1200 from Netstal is all electric 

machine provides elevated injection 

dynamics and peak precision for 

m u l t i l ay e r  i n j e c t i o n  m o l d e d  

NEW MOULDS & MACHINES

components.

Cycle time less than 2 seconds, yes that 

has been achieved by Arburg. Its new 

Allrounder 570H is precise, fast speed, 

most cost effective and energy efficient 

machine available in the market

IC-RDM 70K from ILLIG can produce 

thermoformed IML containers without 

any limitation of shapes and material 

usage. This offers a cost effective Thin 

Wall Packaging alternative to the brand 

owners in comparison to the Injection 

molded IML containers.

ENGEL with its Inject 4.0 concepts 

offers digitalized solutions to manage 

weight control, clamp control and flow 

control, ultimately to improve 

productivity.

Globally for packaging industry, 2018 

would be the year of light weight as this 

bring various tangible and intangible 

benefits, and packaging researchers and 

manufacturers are expected to 

continue to invest in innovative process 

and packaging in terms of both design 

and the materials used.

MENA packaging sector looks set for 

continued growth with CAGR 5.3% 

despite all economic challenges. Since 

light weighting and sustainability are 

becoming more important in consumer 

engagement activities in this region as 

well, Thin Wall Packaging would 

certainly remain an important format 

across various segments including food, 

non-food, pharmaceuticals, Industrial 

and others.

FUTURE FORWARD
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MJ Plastic Industries
8-4-104/A/1, Bandlaguda
Mallardevpally RR District
Hyderabad 500077

AQUROL INDUSTRIES
5-1-512, Hills Street,
Ranigunj, Secunderabad 500003

Capital Colours & Additive Industries
(P) Ltd
Plot No. 260, Phase-III, IDA, Pashamylaram, 
Patancheru, Medak Dt. Telangana - 502307

Md. Jaffar
Proprietor

Vinayak Dhumale
Proprietor

K. Murali Krishna

John Wesley K
Managing Director,

Director

9347441099

9000376000

9676943018

Manufacturers of 
LD Reprocess granules

& Raw Material

Manufacturers of
Drip Irrigation Products

Manufacturers of 
Masterbatches and 

compounds and additives

Lohiya Packaging Solutions
8-2-686/K/11/11A, Road No.12, 
KIMTE Enclave, Banjara Hills, Hyderabad-500034

SHIVA IRRIGATION NEEDS
Plot No.24B, Electronic Complex, TSIIC,
Kushaiguda Industrial Estate, Keesara Mandal,
Medchal District, Telangana 500062.

Mahavir Lohiya

Kishan Lohiya
Partner,

Partner

Ch. Naga Tarun
Managing Partner

040-20025271

9908213077

Manufacturers of
Packing Material

Manufacturers of
HDPE Pipes

New
Members 
Welcome

Latest update

iplex18hyd@gmail.com
Cell : 9032727223

Iplex '18 is inching closer to 
being housefull.
Members and associates 
who are interested but 
not yet booked space 
are requested to contact
immediately for consideration 
of booking request.
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Plastindia's awareness project enters 
Guiness Book of World Record

Mr. Swapnil Dangirikar, Official Adjudicator of Guinness World Records handing over 

Certificate to Plastindia Foundation President Mr. K.K. Seksaria. 

In picture, Mr. Rajeev Chitalia, Mr. Atul Kanuga, Mr. Pradeep Nair, Mr. Vijay Merchant and Mr. Arun Lahoti

Plastindia Foundation makes World's "Largest T-Shirt" 

out of 100% recycled plastic waste from 200,000 PET 

bottles to enter Guinness World Records

An initiative to promote recycling plastics waste

The giant T-Shirt of size 97.5 metres height x 70.08 width made 

out of recycled plastic waste of 200,000 bottles catapulted 

Plastindia Foundation into the Guinness World Records. The 

apex body of plastics industry in India, Plastindia Foundation 

took up this initiative to create awareness among the masses 

on the need to manage plastics waste so that it is recycled 

more efficiently. Swapnil Dangirikar, the official adjudicator of 

Guinness World Records confirmed that this T-Shirt is bigger 

than the current record holder T-Shirt which is 93.2metres 

height x 62.73 metres width. Among those witnessed this 

record creation effort was Afroz Shah, the renowned 

environment lover and also the person behind world's biggest 

beach cleaning exercise at Versova beach in Mumbai. The fabric 

from this T-Shirt will be later used to create 10,000 T-Shirts and 

distributed free among the children from economically weaker 

sections.

K K Seksaria, President, Plastindia Foundation mentioned that 

"The thought behind this initiative is to catch citizens' 

attention on facts such as the dire need for everyone among us 

to be more responsible towards the environment, plastics 

waste can be managed effectively with understanding 

segregation at source and making citizens more conscious 

towards littering and mixing waste. If waste is segregated and 

disposed correctly it will help plastics waste to be recycled 

more effectively and we can create many things from recycled 

plastics waste. To change people's behavior towards waste 

management and segregation is not going to be easy, but steps 

like these could go a long way in building empathy and belief 

that there are ways to bring about environmental change if 

every citizen understands and appreciates his civic 

responsibility".

Atul Kanuga, Chairman, Environment & Plastics Image 

Committee spoke about various initiatives on enhancing 

awareness around plastics recycling. He said, "The T shirt 

project of this scale is to draw attention to the fact that one 

should look at waste from a different angle. Six plastic bottles 

of one litre can clothe one child and there is value in waste. We 

must segregate waste and reuse the good part. Upscaling from 

waste is the new mantra and the plastic industry will play its 

part."

Sharing the industry's point of view, Vimal Kedia, Managing 

Director, Manjushree Technopack Limited, mentioned, 

"Plastics has indeed made the world a better place. However, 

the irresponsible use of plastics, if continued unabated, has the 

potential to derail the many benefits of plastics. On behalf of 

the industry, I would like to congratulate and thank the 

Plastindia Foundation, for this tremendous effort to raise 

awareness around plastics recycling. All stake holders, 

including consumers, must contribute to the effort for more 
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responsible use of plastics". Manjushree Technopack is the 

largest PET bottle manufacturers in India.

Also sharing stage with the dignitaries was. Rohit Parmar, 

Managing Director, Sushila Parmar International, one the 

leading polymer importers and suppliers of raw materials in 

India. Parmar said "World's largest T-shirt made from 100% 

recycled plastic waste' makes a statement in itself. It tells the 

world that if plastic is used, segregated, disposed and then 

further, re-cycled correctly, then it can do more good to the 

world than any harm. We at Parmar believe Plastics is a blessing 

and like every blessing, we must know how to use it carefully 

and appropriately.

In future, technology would play an important role in 

environmental safety. Rajeev Chitalia, Chairman, Exhibition 

Committee, Plastindia Foundation commented, "The key 

observation while doing over 71-odd roadshows in India and 

abroad to promote Plastindia 2018 was the concern among 

manufacturers to produce more environment friendly and 

easily recyclable plastics. New technologies and processes will 

help us win the battle of making the world a better place to live 

and environment safer for our next generations."

The attempt to enter Guinness World Records by making 

largest T-Shirt is bound to create a new wave of awareness 

among end-users of plastics.
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RIL commissions world's largest refinery 
off-gas cracker at Jamnagar

Marks completion of RIL's $13-15 bn capex cycle in the petrochemical segment

Mukesh Ambani-led Reliance Industries 

(RIL) on Tuesday sa id i t  has 

commissioned and achieved the 

designed throughput for its Refinery 

Off-Gas Cracker (ROGC) project of 1.5 

MMTPA capacity in Jamnagar. "RIL has 

successful ly commissioned and 

achieved design throughput of the 

world's first ever and largest Refinery 

Off-Gas Cracker (ROGC) complex of 

1.5 MMTPA capacity along with 

downstream plants and utilities. The 

ROGC complex is a core component of 

RIL's most innovative and world-scale J3 

project at its integrated Refinery-

Petrochemicals complex at Jamnagar," 

the company said in its statement to 

BSE. The company added this would be 

the latest addition to RIL's existing 

cracker portfolio, consisting of cracker 

facilities at Nagothane in Maharashtra 

and Hazira, Dahej, and Vadodara in 

Gujarat. With this, the company has 

completed all of its planned expansion 

for its petrochemical business. 

"Ethylene from ROGC is used in 

downstream plants to produce Mono-

E t hy l e n e  G l y c o l  ( M E G )  a n d  

Polyethylene (LLDPE and LDPE). 

Similarly, Propylene from ROGC has 

enhanced the output of the existing 

Polypropylene (PP) plants at Jamnagar 

complex to produce high-value co-

polymers.

The commissioning of MEG plant marks 

the completion of the all-round 

expansion of the polyester value chain 

post successful commissioning of Para-

Xylene (PX), Purified Terephthalic Acid 

(PTA), Polyester filament and Poly 

Ethylene Terephthalate (PET) plants 

over last 3 years," the company said in 

its statement. These new capacities are 

expected to help cut down India's 

imports for polymers.

About six years back, RIL had started an 

investment cycle for its petrochemical 

and refining business. Part of this was to 

set up the (ROGC) unit for an 

estimated investment of $4.5 Billion. In 

August last year, RIL commissioned its 

first-of-its-kind ethane import project 

and is expected to add $300 million to 

t he  ope r a t i n g  p ro f i t  o f  t he  

petrochemicals business. RIL invested 

about $1.6 billion in this Ethane import 

project.
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Unilever, the consumer goods giant 
behind brands such as Dove, Ben & 
Jerry’s and Marmite, is making a big push 
toward more sustainable packaging.

The company sells billions of products 
in single-use sachets each year, including 
cosmetics and food products , 
particularly in developing and emerging 
markets. It says that it has now 
developed new technology to recycle 
them, which will prevent packaging  
from ending up in our oceans or in 
landfill.

Through a system called CreaSolv 
Process, the plastic from the sachets will 
be  recovered and then used to create 
new ones for Unilever products – 
creating a full circular economy 
approach. Unilever will open a pilot 
plant in Indonesia - a country which 
produces 64 million tonnes of waste 
every year of which 1.3 million tonnes 
end up in the ocean-  to test the long-
term commercial viability of the 
technology.

The members of Organisation of 

Plastic Processors of India (OPPI) 

and Plastic Machinery Manufacturers 

Association of India (PMMAI) were 

invited to visit OPaL’s integrated 

plant at Dahej on 8th December 

2017. The meet was organised with 

an objective to strengthen our 

relationship with the members and 

brief them about product offerings 

and OPaL’s growth as a leading 

petrochemical company in South 

East Asia.

Shri Makarand Dixit, Head-Marketing 

The latest announcement is part of 
Unilever’s pledge to ensure all of its 
plastic packaging is fully reusable, 
recyclable or compostable by 2025.

Dr. Andreas Mäurer, department head of 
plastic recycling at the Fraunhofer 
Institute for Process Engineering and 
Packaging IVV, which has developed the 
technology with Unilever said:  “By this 
innovative pilot-plant we can realise for 
the first time the recycling of high-
valuable polymers from dirty post-
consumer multilayer sachets.”

Predictions by the Ellen MacArthur 
Foundation that our ocean could 
contain more plastic than fish by 2050 
have forced brands to rethink their 
packaging.

The Co-op this week said it will reduce 
its landfill waste by introducing a new 
recyclable packaging for its pizzas. In 
November, the retailer already pledged 
to make 80 per cent of its own-brand 
packaging recyclable by 2020 on the 
back of research that found two-thirds 
of all plastic packaging used for 
consumers products in the UK is being 
sent to landfill or incineration.

In February, multinational corporation 
Johnson & Johnson stopped selling 
plastic cotton buds – one of the most 
common item of litter found on Britain’s 
beaches – in half the countries of the 
world after a campaign to cut marine 
pollution.  The company will instead use 
paper to make the stick of the buds.

Unilever develops technology to prevent 
billions of plastic sachets from entering into oceans

Delegation from OPPI and PMMAI visits OPaL Plant
and Shri Lalitesh Kumar, Head–Central 

Technical Services led the delegates for 

a guided tour of the plant to experience 

the state-of-the-art global technologies 

at work in Central Control Room 

(CCR), Central Laboratories including 

Polymer Testing Facility, Chemical 

Testing Facility and the Plastic 

Processing Laboratory.

After the visit, a one-to-one interactive 

session of the delegation was organised 

with the senior management of OPaL. 

Shri Avinash Joshi (IAS), Managing 

Director, Shri Manoj Kumar Srivastava, 

President, Shri Saumya Chakrabarti, 

COO, Shri Makarand Dixit, Head-

Marketing and Shri Lalitesh Kumar, 

Head-CTS chaired the session. During 

the interaction members shared their 

thoughts with the management and 

discussed the growth prospects with 

the organisation. Shri Avinash Joshi, 

concluded the session by sharing his 

views on the future growth and 

potential of the petrochemical industry 

and ended his speech by instilling 

enthusiasm “as far as OPaL and 

petrochemical industry is concerned 

the best is yet to come.”

Image for representative purpose only
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Plastic masterbatch and additives 

supplier Clariant has reported the 

acquisition of a 24.99% equity stake in 

the company by leading resin supplier 

Saudi Arabia's Sabic. The Saudi firm 

acquired the stakes that were 

previously held by activists investor 

Wh i t e  Ta l e  t h rou gh  Cor vex  

Management, the hedge fund run by 

Keith Meister, and industry investor 40 

North. This makes Sabic the largest 

Clariant shareholder. White Tale had 

previously scuttled the proposed $20 

billion Clariant-Huntsman merger last 

year.

According to a statement made to the 

Saudi stock exchange, Sabic "currently 

has no plans" to make a takeover offer 

for Clariant, which didn't disclose 

financial terms. The stake has a market 

value of about 2.35 billion Swiss francs 

($2.5 billion) based on Wednesday's 

closing price for Clariant. "Sabic's 

strategic investment in Clariant is a 

successful outcome and we are pleased 

to have played a role in making it 

possible," David Millstone, co-chief 

investment officer of 40 North, added in 

the Saudi company's statement.

s is customary in the industry, Clariant 

was informed of Sabic's intention to 

acquire the shares prior to the 

transaction. SABIC itself has a significant 

specialty chemicals business and is a 

partner of Clariant in the catalyst joint 

venture Scientific Design.

Clariant intends to engage with Sabic 

over the coming weeks in order to 

discuss the new situation and explore 

possible ways to create value. Clariant 

says it will also continue the existing 

dialogue with all its other shareholders.

Among Clariant's specialty product 

portfolio is Licocene metallocene-

catalyzed polyolefin waxes used as 

carriers in masterbatches, among other 

applications.

Sabic acquires 24.99% stake in Clariant
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RIL rededicates itself to the 
Nation at its Largest Ever Gathering

40 years of RIL
At a glittering function attended by 
more than 50,000 staff and families of 
Reliance Industries Limited and its 
group companies, Chairman and 
Managing Director Mukesh Ambani 
exhorted the young Reliance workforce 
to take the company to top 20 in the 
world and play even a bigger role in 
nation building in the coming years.

Sh. Ambani was speaking at the Reliance 

Family Day (RFD) event being 

celebrated across the country by the 

employees and families of RIL and other 

group companies. More than 50,000 

people, comprising employees and their 

f am i l i e s , a t t ended  the  g r and  

celebrations at the Reliance Corporate 

Park in Navi Mumbai while another 

2,00,000 employees and their families 

joined the celebrations live via video 

conferencing in more than 1000 

locations across the country including 

manufacturing sites, retail stores, Jio 

Points etc., thus making it possibly the 

largest corporate family get-together. 

Special arrangements were made across 

the various locations for the large 

Reliance family to enjoy this evening 

together.

Articulating his dream for Reliance of 

the future, Sh. Ambani said that in its first 

four decades the company has already 

achieved global and national leadership 

positions in its various businesses and 

therefore well positioned to accomplish 

even greater goals in its golden decade.

Amidst thunderous support from the 

audience, Sh. Ambani articulated his five 

point dream that he would like Reliance 

to achieve: to be among the top 20 

companies in the world; become a 

leading provider of clean and affordable 

energy to India; become a leading global 

producer of innovative new materials; 

Jio to digitally transform the nation in 

entertainment, financial services, 

commerce, manufacturing, agriculture, 

education and healthcare; and Reliance 

and Jio to be even a stronger partner to 

our nation so that India can become a 

global super power.

The Reliance Family Day 2017 became 

extra special as it marked 40 years of 

R I L  a s  a  l i s t e d  e n t i t y  a n d  

commemorated the 85th birth 

anniversary of its founder chairman Sh. 

Dhirubhai Ambani. Heartfelt homages 

to Sh. Dhirubhai Ambani by his wife Smt. 

Kokilaben Ambani and Sh. Amitabh 

Bachchan left the audience awestruck. 

Smt. Nita Ambani mentioned how 

Dhirubhai continues to inspire and 

guide people at Reliance. She exuded 

great confidence in the young men and 

women of Reliance in taking the 

company to even greater heights.

The programme was thematically 

divided in three sections Kal (Yesterday/ 

Past), Aaj (Today/ Present) and Kal 

(Tomorrow/ Future) and tracked not 

only the journey of RIL till now but also 

articulated its vision for the future.

The event saw the third-generation of 

Ambanis – Isha, Akash and Anant – 

taking centre-stage with Isha and Akash 

welcoming the audience and anchoring 

the evening along with film star 

Shahrukh Khan. Isha and Akash 

articulated how RIL has grown 

exponentially in the past and is poised 

for a glorious future. They shared how a 

large number of RIL products – ranging 

from the fibre in pillows and plastic 

bottles to fuel – were already an integral 

part of the lives of millions across the 

world.

Anant Ambani, in his first public 

appearance, reiterated the sentiment 

and said that India should lead the 

change in the world and Reliance should 

be at the forefront of that change.

It was a star-studded evening with 

playback singer Sonu Nigam and young 

stars Varun Dhawan and Alia Bhat 

regaling the audiences via tastefully 

curated performances.

About Reliance Industries Limited (RIL)
RIL is India’s largest private sector 

company, with a consolidated turnover 

of INR 330,180 crore ($ 50.9 billion), 

cash profit of INR 42,800 crore ($ 6.6 

billion), and net profit of INR 29,901 

crore ($ 4.6 billion) for the year ended 

March 31, 2017.

RIL is the first private sector company 

from India to feature in Fortune’s Global 

500  l i s t  o f  ‘Wor ld ’s  Larges t  

Corporations’ – currently ranking 

203rd in terms of revenues, and 110th in 

terms of profits. The company stands 

106th in the ‘Forbes Global 2000’ 

rankings for 2017 – the top-most 

among Indian companies. It ranks 10th 

in Linkedin’s ‘Top Companies Where 

India Wants to Work Now’ (2017). RIL's 

activities span hydrocarbon exploration 

and production, petroleum refining and 

marketing, petrochemicals, retail and 

4G digital services.
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Until recently I was of the opinion that 

Srinagar's Achan landfill site would 

never ever get rid of pungent smell & 

leachate that oozes into the water table. 

I believed the huge cells of solid waste 

could never ever be treated. To me 

projects l ike waste to energy 

(electricity) seemed fairy tales. But after 

attending a roundtable organized by 

Srinagar Municipal Corporation (SMC) 

on Nov 29th last year. I became little 

optimistic about this idea. I keenly 

observed Imtiaz Ali, a Bhopal based 

waste management expert who runs an 

NGO Sarthak Samudayik Vikas Evam Jan 

Kalyan Sansthan. Imtiaz has been 

conferred several awards for his 

outstanding work in developing a 

sustainable mechanism for plastic and 

solid waste management. Imtiaz 

discussed creating fuel out of waste. This 

was not waste to electricity but waste 

to fuel usually known as Refused 

Derived Fuel (RDF). SMC had invited 

participants from cement and brick 

kilns industry of Kashmir. When Imtiaz 

spoke about RDF used as fuel in various 

cement plants in Chattisgarh, MP, 

Karnataka etc. it felt it was again some 

new drama. I quickly googled it on my 

smart phone. I got lot of positive results. 

For two days I did lot of internet 

research on RDF. I was surprised to 

note that Central Pollution Control 

Board (CPCB) and National Green 

Tribunal (NGT) too have approved use 

of RDF as an alternate source of energy. 

On the other hand I was angry over the 

state of affairs in SMC. Why this cheap 

and affordable technology was not 

explored by SMC in post which has 

been asked by NGT to create waste to 

energy plant for power generation? To 

carry mission forward Infrastructure 

Advisor to J&K Govt Pradeep Singh 

who presided over the Nov 29th 

r o u n d t a b l e  a l o n g w i t h  S M C  

Commissioner Riyaz Ahmad Wani took 

several cement plant owners on a trip 

to see how non biodegradable waste 

after being processed into RDF was 

being used in ACC & Ambuja cement 

plants in Karnataka and Chattisgarh. I 

have been told it was a very inspiring 

trip for the cement plant owners, who 

are now nearly to use RDF as an 

alternate source of fuel.

RDF is obtained from Municipal Solid 

Waste (MSW) after being segregated 

from bio degradable wet waste. RDF is 

the product of processing municipal 

so l id  was te  to  separa te  the  

noncombustible (wet waste) from the 

combustible portion, and preparing the 

combustible portion into a form that 

can be effectively fired in a kiln. After 

segregating the waste from bio-

degradable part, it is dried to remove its 

moisture. RDF consists of mainly Plastic 

waste, slow-biodegradable items like 

wood etc. National Green Tribunal 

(NGT) has permitted some states to 

use this technology. Bangalore and 

Mangalore cities in Karnataka been 

given green signal by NGT to make RDF 

What is Refuse Derived Fuel 

(RDF) ?

as an alternate fuel. As per studies 

carried out by Mumbai based Rochem 

Green Energy Pvt Ltd the calorific value 

of RDF is 3250 K cal / Kg while as Coal 

has 4000 K cal / Kg. So there is not much 

difference between the two. The ash 

content is less in RDF 13%, while as 

Coal has 30% ash content. The cost of 

coal is Rs. 5 to 6 / Kg while as RDF would 

cost Rs 1 to 2 / Kg across Indian states. 

The carbon content in coal is 34.69 % 

while as RDF has 37% carbon content. 

RDF is not permitted to be used in brick 

kilns as the temperature in brick kilns is 

said to be less than 1000 degree 

centigrade. In case of cement kilns it is 

around 1400 degree centigrade and that 

is the reason it words efficiently without 

emitting any poisonous gases except 

CO2.

In view of the huge potential of 

municipal waste for being converted 

into wealth by way of RDF and compost, 

waste management experts like Ram 

Prasad of Bangalore have coined a 

perfect name for landfill sites i.e., 

"Resource Recovery Facility". Landfills 

are indeed a resource recoverey sites 

provided we treat waste as per 

Municipal Solid Waste Rules (MSW 

Rules 2016). If we want to make Srinagar 

trash free, people have to stand up. If we 

do not stand up now, we will have to 

perish in the next 3 to 4 decades 

because after next 20 to 30 years there 

will be no space left in entire Kashmir 

valley where we can landfill the 

CONCLUSION :

Trash to Resource Recovery
Can we convert Achan's Waste into Wealth?
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municipal solid waste. Solid waste rules 

say only 20 % waste has to be landfilled, 

but our municipal authorities landfill 

100 %. I say that only 10%
"Landfills are indeed a resource 

recovery sites provided we treat 

waste as per Municipal Solid 

Waste Rules  (MSW Rules 2016) 
waste has to be landfilled and rest has to 

be recovered by processing it. SMC 

cannot alone take up this task unless 

people don't become partners in this 

change. We have to start segregating the 

waste into different trash bins.  Those 

who have enough space or have small 

kitchen gardens etc. can undertake in 

house composting of kitchen waste like 

vegetable / fruit waste, leftover food etc. 

Those who don't have space to process 

kitchen waste can handover the same to 

municipal authorities in a separate bin. 

Organic waste consists of 80% of solid 

waste and if we minimize this waste, we 

can do a great service to our 

motherland. After segregation of waste 

at household level, SMC has a role to 

play which is to collect the trash in 

specially designed vehicles and its 

transportation to recovery site (landfill) 

in a segregated manner. At landfill site 

the segregated non biodegradable 

waste can be processed into compost 

and non bio degradable waste can be 

converted into RDF, SMC is soon 

starting a massive Information 

Education and Communication (IEC) 

campaign around this whole project. 

Volunteers would be pressed into 

service on the pattern of cities like 

Indore and Bhopal (cleanest cities of 

India). The job of the volunteers is to 

assist SMC field staff and communities 

to segregate the waste. 

DR. RAJA MUZAFFAR BHAT

Indian Oil Corporation Ltd (IOCL) aims 

to commission the polypropylene 

facility, the first unit of its proposed 

petrochemical complex at Paradip, by 

June 2018. The unit to have a capacity of 

700,000 tonnes per annum would offer 

feedstock for polymer units in the 

region. • "Mechanical completion of 

the polypropylene complex would be 

done by June 2018. Within three months 

of the commissioning, we will start 

supplies", said G S Singh, executive 

director (Paradip refinery), IOCL. Singh 

said, 71 per cent construction work on 

the polypropylene unit has been 

completed. The unit is estimated to cost 

Rs 3,150 crore. IOCL has already 

invested Rs 2,000 crore on the project. 

• "The Paradip refinery is running at 

Indian Oil to commission polypropylene unit by June 2018 at Paradip

100 per cent capacity and is rolling out 

BS-IV compliant products.

From 2020, the refinery would be 

capable of products that meet BS-VI 

norms", he added. The polypropylene 

unit would make use of Spheripol 

Technology from Basell, Italy. The unit 

will be capable of producing different 

grades of polypropylene but will 

commence with the production of only 

homo grade initially. The major facilities 

envisaged under the project are coker 

LPG treater unit, warehouse for 

polypropylene storage and other 

associated facilities like flare and cooling 

tower. Two more projects have been 

planned for the petrochemical 

complex- 1,200,000 tonnes per annum 

purified terephthalic acid (PTA) plant 

and petcoke gasification based synthetic 

ethanol plant. Both these projects 

would together cost IOCL Rs 28,000 

crore and are due to be commissioned 

by September 2021. With the availability 

of mono ethylene glycol (MEG) and PTA 

from these units, downstream 

industries like polyester chips, fibres, 

PET (polyethylene terephthalate) grade 

chips, PET film grade chips and polyester 

industrial yarn can be developed. Total 

investment on the petrochemical 

complex is seen at Rs 34,000 crore. 

IOCL has pumped in Rs 35,000 crore on 

the crude oil refinery. The company is 

exporting about 10 per cent of its 

petroleum products from the Paradip 

refinery.
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The Plastics Export Promotion Council (PLEXCONCIL) is 

confident that India's plastics exports will cross USD 8 billion 

mark due to the positive growth trend.

"The current trend in India's plastic exports seems highly 

encouraging and we are confident of crossing plastics exports 

to cross USD 8 billion mark in FY18 showing a 6 per cent 

increase from USD 7.56 billion in FY17. India's plastic exports 

to United States, the largest destination, continues to tread 

higher and nearing the coveted USD 1 billion mark," 

PLEXCONCIL chairman Pradip Thakkar told reporters here. 
During the first half of FY18, cumulative value of India's plastics 

exports witnessed a positive growth of around 9.5 per cent 

amounting to USD 3.49 billion as against USD 3.19 billion 

during the same period last year.

"We are working with the government on a strategy in order 

to increase the country's plastic exports as the global export 

market for plastics of USD 800 billion presents a huge 

opportunity.

The Council has taken up all important issues post the GST--

era, with the concerned Ministry for remedial action in terms 

of fast tracking of IGST refunds; exemption of merchant 

exporters from GST on procurement against bond, clear 

procedure for third party exports under the GST regime; 

using of Chapter 3 incentive scheme scrips & advance 

authorization for debit of full import duty and restoring of 

export benefits to export oriented units," Thakkar said.

During September 2017, India exported plastics worth USD 

630.93 million, up 17.3 per cent from USD 538.01 million in 

September 2016. The country exported plastics to 185 

countries in September 2017. United States, China and Italy 

were the top three buyers of plastics from India.

To increase its global footprint, the industry has added 

countries like Sao Tomé, Belize, Samoa, French Polynesia, 

Guadeloupe, South Sudan, Micronesia, Lao People's 

Democratic Republic, Bermuda, Cayman Islands, and Grenada. 

Plastics exports to these countries were valued at USD 0.18 

million in September 2017.

The country's plastics industry also offers immense potential 

in terms of capacity, infrastructure and skilled manpower. India 

is currently ranked among the top five consumes of polymers 

in the world and has 30,000 plus plastic processing units 

employing over four million people across the country. Plastics 

are among the fastest-growing industries in the country 

experiencing a double digit growth rate on an average.

At this juncture, it is important to reiterate that the Indian 

plastics industry is dominated by the MSME sector particularly 

the SSI, which urgently require government support in the 

form of Technology Upgradation Fund Scheme (TUFS) in 

order to replace their obsolete machineries.

However, due to the fragmented nature of the plastics 

industry, slower adaptation to newer technologies, and other 

restraining factors, the industry has not been able to increase 

its share in the global export market for plastics, Thakkar said.

India's plastics export poised to 
cross USD 8 bn mark in FY18
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Plastics solution-provider Borouge, a JV 

between the Abu Dhabi National Oil 

Company (ADNOC) and Austrian 

company Borealis, is eyeing India for 

expanding its automotive business, its 

Wim Roels, CEO of Borouge Pte Ltd 

told ET.

In an exclusive interaction on the 

sidelines of PLASTINDIA 2018, he said, 

"We have expanded our Compounding 

Manufacturing Plant in China to an 

annual capacity of 90,000 tonnes of 

compounded polypropylene resins. This 

apart, we are looking at opportunities 

to expand the automotive business in 

India." The company provides plastics 

solutions for the automotive industries 

and hopes to work with Indian OEMs, 

e l e c t r i c  v e h i c l e  c o m p o n e n t  

manufacturers in particular, in future. 

"We are well-positioned to offer light-

weight, energy-efficient solutions to the 

automotive industry. I believe GST will 

facilitate the industry in the region," he 

said.

Present in India since 2 decades now, 

Roels said the company would be bullish 

on the agricultural and healthcare 

sectors. "We hope to touch 10 million 

farmers through our agri film solutions 

by 2025. We want to bring in sustainable 

agricultural practices to India, he said.

Roels said Government of India's 

renewed focus on healthcare for masses 

will drive the growth of the sector. 

"There will be a rise in demand for 

syringes, for instance, and we are keen 

to work with suppliers," he said.

With 4.5 million tonnes of annual 

capacity, Borouge is the world's largest 

integrated polyolefin complex.

Borouge eyeing India for 
expansion of automotive business

GST regime to boost polymer downstream industry in Bengal

The new taxation regime under Goods 

and Services Tax (GST) is all set to boost 

polymer downstream industry in the 

eastern region, including West Bengal.

"In the GST regime, abolition of CST 

and entry tax and on top of that plastics 

goods flowing in from other states 

evading taxes have now stopped. This 

will encourage local manufacturers 

from Bengal to produce more to meet 

the demand," Indian Plastics Federation 

president Alok Tibrewala told PTI.

West Bengal plastics industry is pegged 

at Rs 12,000 crore involving 2500-3000 

units and growing at 15 per cent 

annually.

Tibrewala said the any new industrial 

policy for petrochem downstream 

industry at the Bengal Global Business 

Summit 2018 will create more vibrancy 

in the investment environment in this 

sector of the state.

They expect inclusion of expansion in 

the incentive scheme and direct 

payment of capital subsidy, Tibrewala 

said.

IPF officials said the state government 

must look at 'affordable power' for the 

plastics industry to encourage more 

manufacturing in this state.

Meanwhile, IPF was looking for some 

100 acres land for a new plastics park 

exclusively for the MSME plastic sector 

within 50-60 kilometres from city limits.

"In the next one year, Rs 800-1000 crore 

investment will come. Demand for 60 

acres is already there before we can 

finalise land for a new plastics park," 

Tibrewala said.

Speaking on 'Indplas 18' in Kolkata, the 

IPF said 120-125 foreign delegates are 

expected in this mega event from 

countries like China, Thalinad, Taiwan, 

Malaysia and UAE among others beside 

companies across the country.

The triennial exhibition will take place 

from November 30 to December 3.
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‘Plastic is poor man’s friend’: 
Padma Shri winner Rajagopalan Vasudevan 

uses waste to build roads

The ‘Plastic Man of India’ has 

found a way to reuse plastic waste 

and to make durable roads. 

Durable, pothole-free roads

A 73-year-old retired chemistry 

professor from the Thiagarajar 

Engineering College in Madurai was on 

Thursday named as one of the 73 

recipients of the Padma Shri, the 

government's fourth highest civilian 

honour. Rajagopalan Vasudevan is 

known as the "Plastic Man of India" for 

devising an innovative way of disposing 

of plastic waste - by using it to build 

roads.

In 2002, Vasudevan came up with the 

idea of spraying dry, shredded plastic 

waste, made up of pieces as small as 2 

mm in size, over gravel or bitumen 

heated to 170 degrees Celsius. The 

plastic melted and coated the stones 

with a thin film. The plastic-coated 

stones were then added to molten tar. 

Since both plastic and tar are petroleum 

products, they bind well. Vasudevan first 

tried out this technique to pave a road 

on the college campus. It yielded twin 

benefits: it reused plastic waste and built 

durable roads.

Vasudevan is delighted at receiving the 

Padma Shri. "The award is recognition 

for socially-relevant work," he said. "It is 

not a very advanced technology, it is 

actually a very simple way of ensuring 

better roads."

Vasudevan's innovation was patented in 

2006 and it generated interest among 

civic bodies in the country and in Japan 

and China as well. The professor, 

however, chose to share the technology 

with the Indian government for free. It 

has since been used to build over 

100,000 km of roads in at least 11 states, 

including Tamil Nadu.

In a bid to recycle plastic in an 

environmentally sound manner, the 

government made it mandatory in 

November 2015 for road developers to 

mix plastic with bitumen while 

constructing roads.

Since 2013, India has been generating 

around 15,342 tonnes of plastic waste 

daily, or 5.6 million tonnes a year, 

according to a report released by the 

Central Pollution Control Board. Only a 

fraction of this is recycled or reused.

"To lay one kilometre of road, you need 

one tonne of plastic," explained 

Vasudevan. "This translates to 10 lakh 

plastic carry bags. Today, India has 41 

lakh km of road, and we do not have 

enough plastic to convert all of them 

into plastic roads. So we should not have 

any problem in disposing of plastics in 

the future using this technology."

Another benefit of using plastic to build 

roads is that it reduces the quantity of 

bitumen needed, thereby bringing down 

costs.

"A plastic road needs only 9 tonnes of 

bitumen and one tonne of plastic, unlike 

normal roads that need 10 tonnes of 

bitumen per kilometre," he said. "The 

plastic road's life is not less than 10 

years. No potholes will be formed 

during monsoon."

"His method has been 
used to lay 5000 kilometres 
of road across 11 states, 
using recycled plastics"
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Chemistry teacher, innovator
Vasudevan credits his innovation to his 

love for chemistry. He started his career 

as a teacher in 1972, when he joined a 

polytechnic institute in Tamil Nadu. He 

was 26 then. "Many people laughed at 

the fact that after getting a PhD in 

chemistry, I was working in a 

polytechnic institute," he said. "But that 

was the starting point that taught me to 

think differently. After working there for 

three years, I could understand the 

importance of chemistry to mankind. It 

opened my eyes to the fact that 

c h e m i s t r y  h a s  a p p l i c a t i o n s  

everywhere."

Vasudevan joined the Thiagarajar 

Engineering College in 1975. In the early 

2000s, as he neared the end of a long 

career in teaching, he started working 

on his idea of plastic roads and waste 

management. He retired from the 

college in 2003 but was called back and 

appointed dean. At the same time, he 

worked as a consultant to several firms.

The Plastic Man has more innovations 

to his name, among them corrosion-

free rods and "plastone" blocks, a 

mixture of plastic and stone used for 

flooring. He received several awards for 

his work, including the Dr APJ Abdul 

Kalam Memorial award for Innovation 

in Governance earlier this year. His 

research was showcased on the 

television talk show Satyameva Jayate as 

an innovative solution to the growing 

problem of plastic.

by 
Courtesy : Scroll.in

As the call for a ban on plastic grows 

stronger across the country, 

Vasudevan feels the plastic industry 

must be supported instead. "People 

can use plastics and reuse it for road-

laying," he said. "Plastic is the poor 

man's friend. In villages, where 70% 

of people live, they use plastic mats, 

plastic chairs, plastic carry bags… 

without it, they cannot live. So we 

cannot ban plastics, but we have to 

find a better method to dispose of 

it."
Vinita Govindrajan
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Hyd-based Banyan Nation becomes 
1st Indian firm to win 

Circular Economy Award at WEF

Hyderabad-based plastic recycling 

startup Banyan Nation has won the Dell 

People's Choice Award for Circular 

Economy Entrepreneur as part of the 

Circulars Awards at the World 

Economic Forum being held at Davos. It 

is the first ever Indian firm to be 

shortlisted for and to win the Circular 

Economy awards.

The announcement was made at the 

World Economic Forum.

Banyan Nation's work for Tata Motors 

in automotive bumper recycling and its 

partnership with L'Oréal, the French 

cosmetics giant, in shampoo bottle 

recycling put the company on the global 

sustainability map.

The Circulars, an initiative of the World 

Economic Forum, is the world's premier 

circular economy award program. The 

award offers recognition to individuals 

and organizations across the globe that 

are making notable contributions to the 

circular economy in the private sector, 

public sector and society. The annual 

awards are hosted at the World 

Economic Forum's Annual Meeting in 

Davos.

Banyan Nation is a five-year-old startup 

founded by Mani Vajipey and Raj 

Madangopal that leverages data 

intelligence to integrate thousands of 

last mile informal waste collectors and 

large bulk waste generators into its 

supply chain.

This T-Hub startup initially mapped out 

waste collectors across Hyderabad 

through a mobile app and was engaged 

in segregating and recycling plastic.

It has now developed a proprietary 

plastic cleaning technology that 

converts collected plastic waste into 

near virgin quality recycled granules 

(Better Plastic™) that global brands can 

use to make mainstream products and 

packaging.

It has signed an MoU with the Telangana 

government to help develop a standard 

operating procedure for government-

generated e-waste where the 

government will use Banyan Nation's 

IoT-enabled dashboard for waste 

management.

It is also the winner of the Intel & DST 

Innovate for India Challenge 2.0, for 

which it created a zero-waste platform 

to streamline and automate urban 

recycling operations at all stages.

Courtesy:

www.thenewsminute.com

Shilpa S Ranipeta
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American company Applied DNA 

Sciences, Inc. will collaborate with 

Indian home texti les company 

GHCLBSE -1.09 % Limited and Reliance 

Industries Ltd. to launch CertainT® 

verified recycled PET ("rPET") bedding 

products at New York Home Fashions 

weekfrom March 19 to 22, it said.

Ful ly  source-ver i f ied, recycled 

polyethylene terephthalate (PET post-

consumer) is the clear plastic best 

known for packaging bottled water, and 

is the most widely recycled plastic in the 

world. GHCL will use Applied DNA's 

CertainT platform in connection with 

PET- and/or recycled PET-blended bed 

sheets, pillowcases, and shams sold in-

store or online in the United States. 

RILBSE 1.73 % is collaborating with 

GHCL and Applied DNA as the 

preferred fiber-manufacturing partner 

to use the CertainT platform for 

authenticity of recycled PET in bed 

sheets, pillowcases, and shams.

Hemant Sharma, Sector Head - 

Polyester, RIL said RIL has created a 

complete circle from creation of PET 

resin for making bottles, collection of 

discarded PET bottles, and converting 

them to Recron Green Gold Eco 

Friendly Polyester fibres for use by the 

downstream textile value chain that 

converts the fibres in to apparel and 

home textiles. These fibres and tow 

demonstrate the lowest carbon 

footprint number and meet the most 

stringent environmental criteria for 

being a green fiber, he said.

"Consistent with global sustainability 

and the circular economy, we provide 

the first fully source-verified recycled 

PET bedding product line using 

CertainT, Applied DNA's proprietary 

traceability system that tags, tests, 

tracks the original r-PET pellets to 

finished products," said Manu Kapur, 

President and CEO of GHCL Home 

Textiles. "We produce a wide range of 

synthetic yarns from polyester, viscose 

and other high-end yarns which now 

utilize the CertainT system for full 

traceability. The ability to source and 

buy CertainT yarns made from verified 

recycled PET fiber is a unique offering 

that GHCL can provide to customers 

globally."

Applied DNA Sciences collaborates 
with GHCL and RIL for recycled PET bedding products

The proposed park has already received 

a grant in aid of Rs 40 crore form the 

Central Government

Indian Oil Corporation Ltd (IOCL) 

would pick up equity in the special 

purpose vehicle (SPV) formed by the 

state government controlled Odisha 

Industrial Infrastructure Development 

Corporation (Idco) for the Plastic Park 

project proposed at Paradip. "IOCL will 

join Idco as an equity partner bringing in 

its wake huge financial strength and 

domain expertise in petrochemicals", 

said a statement. A memorandum of 

understanding (MoU) was signed 

between IOCL and Idco at the 

'Petrochemicals Investor Conclave 

2017' held here. The pact was signed in 

the presence of Dharmendra Pradhan, 

IOCL to pick up stake in Paradip Plastic Park

Union minister of Petroleum and 

Natural Gas and Skill Development & 

Entrepreneurship and Sanjiv Singh, 

chairman of IOCL. However, IOCL is 

yet to take a call on the quantum of its 

stake in the plastic park SPV.

The plastic park is proposed over 120 

acres of land. "We will be working out 

the final details on our equity 

participation (in Paradip Plastic Park), 

Equity participation would not be a 

bottleneck for the success of the plastic 

park", said the IOCL chairman. The 

proposed park has already received a 

grant-in aid of Rs 40 crore form the 

Central government. After completion, 

the park would host more than 100 

MSME (micro, small & medium 

enterprises) units of the polymer sector 

with an employment potential 

generation for over 10,000 people. 

Similarly, IOCL on Friday entered into 

pact with Institute of Chemical 

Technology, Mumbai for exploring the 

feasibility of establishing an ICT campus 

in Bhubaneswar. In a third agreement 

signed at the conclave, the oil marketing 

PSU and Haldia based MCC PTA India 

(MCPI) Ltd will establish a continuous 

polymerization and yarn unit in a joint 

venture. The proposed continuous 

polymerization with yarn units would 

utilize purified terephthalic acid (PTA) 

from existing units of MCPI at Haldia 

and mono ethylene glycol from 

proposed plant of IOCL at Paradip.
MCPI employs one of the most 

advanced PTA technologies across the 

globe.
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