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Dear Members,

As you are aware IPLEX18 is being organized by TAAPMA at 
HITEX, Hyderabad from August 3rd to 6th, 2018. We are 
happy to inform that 75% of the stalls have been booked 
and another 25% of the stalls mainly the smaller ones 
(9sqmtrs.) are yet to be booked. These will be allocated 
mainly to the local entrepreneurs of both the states of Telangana and Andhra 
Pradesh. We request all members to book stalls and avail the discounts. We look 
forward to your bookings.

PLASTINDIA 2018, 10th International Plastic Exhibition is being organized by 
Plastindia Foundation from 7th to 12th of February, 2018 at Gandhinagar, 
Ahmedabad, Gujarat. The salient features of this Exhibition is 600 Exhibitors 
consisting of 22,000 Sqmtrs have been booked by foreign Exhibitors from more than 
40 countries. 2 Lakhs of visitors are expected to visit the Exhibition.  2000 of the 
world's finest Plastics business from across the Planet will showcase their products. 
Members can avail the facility of booking their Visitor's Pass and accommodation 
online by visiting Plastindia 2018 website. Look forward to see you at the Exhibition 
in large numbers.

We are planning to bring out the Members Directory / Diary 2018 by the 1st week of 
December, 2017. All members will be receiving a copy of this Diary free of cost.

Hope by now all your accountants have succeeded in mastering the act of filing your 
GST returns ONLINE after the initial hiccups.

All The Best

Venugopal Jasti
President, TAAPMA



Pioneers in Mould Making since 53 years 
congratulates TAAPMA on Golden Jubilee

Proud to walk with you in this glorious journey of



We proudly carry forward the legacy of our respected grandfather  and 
guidance of our beloved father (Former Hon. Secretary-APPMA) & 

(Former Treasurer - APPMA) 
to continue the plastic trade and industry with a 

commitment dedicated to the high principles and ideals set by them.

Sri Hanumandas Ji Darak
Late Sri Purushottamdas Ji Darak 

Sri Shyam Sundar Ji Darak 



Office Bearers and Past Presidents of TAAPMA with the distinguished Guests at the Launch of 
Golden Jubilee Celebrations at Hotel Taj Deccan, Hyderabad

GOLDEN JUBILEE LOGO UNVEILED
Heralding the Launch of Grand Year of Celebrations

The Majestic Logo of Golden Jubilee of TAAPMA being unveiled at Hyderabad on 8th November 2017
by Chief Guest Sri K K Seksaria, President of Plast India Foundation

Chairman of Golden Jubilee Celebration Committee Sri Anil Reddy Vennam welcoming and announcing the year long
Golden Jubilee Celebrations Programme



Sri Rajeev Chitalia, Chairman, NEC Plastindia 2018 blessing the TAAPMA on the occasion of Launch of Golden Jubilee Celebrations

Sri Jayesh Ranjan, IAS, Principal Secretary, Department of Industries and Commerce, Government of Telangana
Launching the Golden Jubilee Celebrations of TAAPMA

Suresh Chandra Lahoti, Past President TAAPMA greeting 
Sri Rajeev Chitalia, Chairman NEC, Plastindia 2018

Ganpatlal Darak, Past President TAAPMA greeting
Sri Ajay Desai, Co-chairman, NEC Plastindia 2018

Venu Gopal Jasti, President TAAPMA greeting 
Sri K K Seksaria, President Plastindia Foundation

Vimalesh Gupta, Hon. Secretary TAAPMA greeting 
Sri V Sekar, Chairman Promotion (South India), Plastindia 2018



Congratulations TAAPMA



its first president. I am happy that the septuagenarian doyen of 
plastic industry Sri Hanumandasji Darak is still with us, with his 
family and grandsons being actively involved with all our 
activities.  At this juncture, when we stand tall on his creation I 
wish and pray that he continues to bless us in all our 
endeavours. I am told that APPMA at that time used to meet at 
a small tin shed belonging to the Hon. Secretary Sri Palan ji at 
Sultan Bazar, which still exists as it is.  A beginning, which we 
should all be proud of and be thankful to the founders. 

After half a century,  TAAPMA  remains committed to the lofty 
ideals set by founders and continues to serve the modern 
plastic industry, with a team of unique and reflective individuals 
with global perspective and the zeal to strive for excellence.  
Generations of plastic entrepreneurs have borne witness to 
this with their outstanding contributions and proud 
achievements.  

Such a brilliant record owes much to the able and dedicated 
leadership during all these past fifty years and the hard work of 
the team along with them. Together they have developed 
effective strategies and useful activities for the benefit of all 
members.  The association today stands as a best example of 
co operation and selfless service, which has earned it an 
excellent goodwill not only amongst its members but entire 
plastics fraternity, government administration and the national 
and international industrial family.

I am excited that we have got an opportunity in form of 
Golden Jubilee Celebrations to honour and thank the 
founders and former leaders, and rejoicing with the present 
membership to make this a memorable year to be 
remembered for long. We all together will plan and participate 
in a yearlong grand celebration.

TAAPMA is exemplary in so many ways that it has every 
reason to look back on its 50 years with pride and satisfaction.  
Knowing TAAPMA and its venturing spirit, however, I think it 
would rather be looking forward.  And so should all of us.

The celebration of Golden Jubilee of any institution is a great 
event in the history of that institution. Golden Jubilee is an 
occasion to remember all those great members who steered 
the association to this height and all those great events and 
achievements for which we all are proud. It is also an occasion 
which gives us an opportunity to reflect as to whether we are 
preserving the rich legacy and heritage which we have 
inherited from former stalwarts and members alike. We have 
to ask the question whether we are enhancing the image 
further or there have been some detritions.

I must compliment the TAAPMA for effectively utilizing its 
resources to develop a viable infrastructure and an active think 
tank team. In this long and impressive journey of 50 years, 
valuable contributions of every one of the members involved 
are appreciable.

50th Anniversary is a great event.  It is also a perfect time for all 
of us to get together to celebrate the achievements of this 
association.  I am very honoured to be given the responsibility 
of befittingly celebrate this important occasion.

One may not know that APPMA and later TAAPMA, now so 
well established and prestigious, in fact had a modest beginning.  
Fifty years ago, Andhra Pradesh was still a new state and with 
agriculture as the main source of livelihood joined the post 
independence national call of industrialization and its people 
with limited means, started venturing into manufacturing. It 
was at this time that some enterprising people selected 
plastics as their choice for manufacturing. It was with great 
hope that these few individuals started industries using 
plastics, which was at that time a 100 percent imported 
material. Salute to these frontrunners, who stepped into an 
unknown field and strived to make a success of their daring 
ventures and opened a big world of opportunities for the 
generations to come.  Thus plastic had come and come to stay. 
It was at this same time that this group envisioned the need of 
collective thinking and floated the idea of forming an 
association. Thus the Andhra Pradesh Plastic Manufacturers 
Association came into being with Sri Hanumandasji Darak as 

Golden Jubilee - 
An Important Milestone

Anil Reddy Vennum
Chairman

Suresh Chandra Lahoti
Co-chairman

Golden Jubilee Celebration Committee



With great pride and satisfaction we wish to inform u all that a new and 
modern office of  TAAPMA was inaugurated on 16th November 2017.

The previous office was sufficient for all this times which in fact can be 
called a gift from our Senior Members. As the activities of our Association 
have grown over the years, the managing committee felt that we should 
look for a bigger and well equipped office.  A committee under the 
chairmanship of Sri Sudhakar Amidyalaji was formed and thanks to all the 
efforts of the team we were successful in procuring the same this year. It is 
housed in the same centrally located Raghav Ratna Towers at Chirag Ali 
Lane, Abids, Hyderabad and measures around 1500 sft. The office has 
ample work stations for the staff to take care of the work load. Also, we 
have a well equipped Auditorium and a Conference Room with good audio 
video facilities for Plastmeets and other training programmes. The same 
can also be used by members at a nominal charge. A library with useful 
books and journals is also ready for the benefit of members.

We hope the new office will help to take the Association to newer heights 
and will be a very useful asset specially for the young generation of Plastic 
Entrepreneurs. Congratulations to all the members of TAAPMA.

Venu Gopal Jasti, President TAAPMA performing Puja at the new office 
alongwith Vimlesh Gupta, Hon. Secretary and Amdiyala Sudhakar, Building Committee Chairman

Members performing Puja

Office Bearers of TAAPMA felicitating the Members of the Building Committee

a spacious
modern office

TAAPMA
shifts

 to

Hon. Secretary
Sri Vimalesh Gupta
expresses happiness
on the occasion of
opening of new office.

“

“



On the occasion of the Inauguration of the New Office 
on the 9th Floor of Raghava Ratna Towers, Sri 
Amdiyala Sudhakar, Chairman of the Building 
Committee expressed his thanks to the President and 
Managing Committee for giving him the 
responsibility of locating a bigger office for the 
Association.

He said that to accomplish this mammoth task he was 
ably assisted by the co-chairman Sri Md. Abdul Aleem 
and members of the committee Sri Suresh Chandra 
Lahoti and Sri Meela Jayadev.

This new premises was selected after searching for 
long for a suitable accomodation on basis of the 
convenience of location and familiarity of the 
building amongst the members.

The making of the Interiors and furniture was 
executed by Sri Nirup Reddy, leading architect and 
interior designer of Hyderabad.

Sri Sudhakar is hopeful that the new and modern 
office will provide more functionality and 
convenience for the administration and activities of 
TAAPMA.

The mini auditorium attached to the office is sure to 
become a popular venue for the various plastmeets 
which TAAPMA organises regularly.

He thanked members of the building committee and 
the managing committee for the unstinted support 
and guidance offered to accomplish this mega 
project.Office Bearers and Staff of TAAPMA at the New Office

President with Members in the Board Room

Past Presidents and Managing Committee Members of TAAPMA at the inauguration of new office

Amdiyala Sudhakar
Chairman-Building Committee
is a satisfied man after
accomplishing the mega project 
of new modern office for 
TAAPMA





PLASTINDIA 2018 Preview held at Hyderabad

Dignitaries speaking on the occasion

Plastic Fraternity in Presence

Sri K K Seksaria, President, Plastindia Foundation addressing the gathering Sri Venu Gopal Jasti President TAAPMA addressing

Sri Jayesh Ranjan, IAS Sri Rajeev Chitalia
Chairman NEC, Plastindia 2018

Sri Anil Reddy Vennam
Chairman-Promotion
Srilanka & Maldives

Sri Md. Abdul Aleem
Telangana Promotion Committee

Plastindia 2018

Sri Jayesh Ranjan, IAS, Principal Secretary, Department of Industries, Government of Telangana 
lighting the lamp to Inaugurate the preview of Plastindia 2018 at Hyderabad



Tech - Talk

Extrusion

Processors have been extruding filled 
polymers for many years. Historically, the 
percentage of filler has usually been less 
than 30% by weight—or only 10-15% by 
volume—because the fillers have a 
specific gravity 3-10 times that of the 
polymer. More recently, I have worked 
with some new compounds containing as 
much as 85% filler by weight, which results 
in more filler than polymer by volume. 
These mixtures usually do not run well on 
traditional screw designs.

Remember the basic principle of solids 
feeding: In order for the polymer particles 
to flow forward, the material must have 
less frictional drag on the screw than on 
the barrel. The screw surface area is 
usually substantially greater than the 
barrel area in the feed section; that ratio is 
referred to as the aspect ratio. To offset 
the effect of the aspect ratio, the drag 
necessary to move the polymer particles 
forward is typically created by heating the 
barrel or by altering the barrel surface 
finish for greater drag.

However, many of the typical fillers are 
angular or irregular in particle shape, and 
quite abrasive, making it difficult to 
increase the frictional drag at the barrel 
wall enough to offset the drag on the 
screw surface when the aspect ratio may 
be 1.25:1 to 1.35:1. Adding heat to the 
barrel wall can make matters worse by 
melting some polymer near the barrel 
wall and decreasing the barrel drag in 
relation to the screw drag. In some cases 
it might be necessary to essentially 
reverse the normal solids-feeding process 
to reduce the frictional drag against the 
screw surface by techniques such as 
preheating the polymer, or by using 
heated screws, coatings, or processing 
aids.

Know How Extrusion-Get more insights 
on Extrusion from our expert authors.

Compression or compression ratio in 
conventional polymer screws is necessary 
because of the generally low feeding 
efficiency of polymer pellets and the 
effects of melt formation and melt 
removal, allowing the melt to flow faster 
than the solid. Conversely, some filler-
particle geometries improve solids-
feeding efficiency because they do not slip 
over one another. This results in less 
compression being needed to achieve the 
required feed rate. Since the fillers do not 
melt, they do not flow, and the flow 
properties of the mixture become a 
combination of solid particle properties 
and normal melt flow. As a result, screws 
with compression sections normally used 
for neat polymers may simply plug the 
channel with filler as the volume reduces 
along the screw length because of the lack 
of flow of the filler.

Also, as compression proceeds, the 
relatively small amount of polymer in the 
filled compound can be squeezed out, 
leaving nothing but tightly compacted 
filler. Since a screw is essentially a spiral 
wedge, even with no compression the 
filler can become so tightly compacted 
that it can stall the drive or even break the 
screw. As a result, screws with zero or 
even negative compression have often 
been found effective.

Once feeding has been established, 
melting becomes easier in some ways and 
more difficult in others. Without normal 
channel compression, the conventional 
me l t i n g  mechan i sm  i s  g re a t l y  
compromised, and melting becomes 
based more on conductive heating than 
on shear heating. Screw designs that 
basically roll or break the polymer bed up 
in the screw channel to expose more 
surface area are often more effective than 
even barrier designs or high-shear mixers.

Since most fillers have a lower specific 
heat than polymers, the amount of energy 
required to raise a pound of the mixture 

to the processing temperature is greatly 
reduced. Moreover, most fillers have a 
higher thermal conductivity than 
polymers, aiding in conductive heating and 
melting.

There are few general rules to follow on 
screw designs to process high filler 
loadings.

Once melting is completed, shear heating 
then becomes more problematic, as high 
loadings of fillers in almost all cases greatly 
increase the viscosity and reduce shear 
thinning, so section lengths after 
completion of melting should be reduced. 
Upstream and downstream changes are 
for another discussion. Fillers affect entry 
into the screw due to bridging 
/compaction and cause increased 
pressure drop through the tooling from 
the higher- viscosity polymer. Pressure 
development in the screw also is less 
predictable and more variable because of 
the discontinuity in the melt caused by the 
filler and its scouring of the barrel wall.

Unfortunately, there are few general rules 
to follow for screw designs to process 
high filler loadings. So much depends on 
the characteristics of the filler particles, 
the percentages of the components of the 
mixtures, the viscosity of the melted 
polymer, the melting rate of the mixture, 
and the temperature of the screw and 
barrel. Just be aware that very high filler 
loadings will require some changes in the 
screw, upstream and downstream 
equipment, and operating procedures. 
Don’t be surprised if it takes a few 
iterations.

Jim Frankland 

Mechanical Engineer

President of Frankland Plastics 
Consulting, LLC. Contact 

jim.frankland@comcast.net or

Extrusion: The Challenges of 
Extruding Highly Filled Polymers



IPLEX '18

South India's Most Awaited Plastic Expo
coming to Hyderabad

India today is a dynamic emerging market,being the world's fastest  growing 
economy with its manufacturing sector achieving record levels of growth, 
concurrent with this growth story the demand for polymer & plastics products 
is growing at an impressive pace. Automobiles to appliances, healthcare 
products to electronics, plasticulture to Infrastructural plastic products, the 
demand for plastics is going to double in the coming years. The Indian plastic 
industry is projected to grow at an above average rate.

Particularly the states of Andhra Pradesh & Telangana with over 2000 plastic 
manufacturers, committed entrepreneurs and skilled work force will be witness 
to immense industrial activity in general and plastics in particular. Estimated 
investments worth 5 lakh crores in different industrial sectors are in the 
pipeline at various stages. Both these states are top ranked for ease of doing 
business. The conducive industrial environment coupled with various incentives 
& growing market is a boosting factor.

The construction of new capital city Amaravati in Andhra Pradesh and its 
infrastructural needs has further spurred the demand for many plastic products. 
Large number of entrepreneurs from the southern states are enthusiastically 
venturing into manufacturing of plastic products. The proposed plastic industrial 
parks announced by Telangana will play a pivotal role in making this region a 
sourcing hub for plastic products.

To promote the plastic processing industry in south india, the plastic 
manufacturers associations of Southern India together with CIPET have 
associated to successfully organise IPLEX plastic expos in south India. After 8 
successful IPLEX expos around south India, it is once again coming back to the 
modern industrial city of Hyderabad as IPLEX 18 - an International Plastics 
Exposition from 3rd to 6th August, 2018 at Hitex Exhibition Centre, Hyderabad. 

The upcoming event of IPLEX '18 
is set to create new records in 

Plastic Exhibitions of South India
says Sri Venugopal Jasti, Convenor IPLEX '18

“

“



Name & Address of the Member  Representative  Ph. No.  Line of Activity| | |

SRI BAGORI PLASTICS
Plot No. 70/2, Export Apparel Park
Gundla Pochampally Village
Kompally, Hyderabad 500010

SRIJA POLYMERS
Plot No. 49, Sy. No. 303, Jeedimetla Village
Ram Reddy Nagar, Hyderabad 500055

DVK POLYMERS
Plot No. 26 & 27, Sy.No. 31, 32, 37, 
Laxmiguda Village, Rajendra Nagar, Hyderabad

Ram Agarwal

Yogesh Agarwal
(Partner)

(CEO)

Kamlesh Gupta
(Proprietor)

Vijay Kumar Agarwal
(Proprietor)

8106032266
9948864760

9246351001

9246538727

Manufacturers of 
Raw Material

Manufacturers of
Raw Material

Reprocessor Granuels

SHREE POLY FILMS PVT. LTD.
Plot No. D-11, B Block, Autonagar
Visakhapatnam 530 012

GANPATI PLASTIC
Sy.No. 234/5/E, Jalapally, Sriram Colony
Saroornagar Mandal, Hyderabad

A. Suresh Babu

M. Venkatram
(Managing Director)

(Manager)

Rajesh Kumar

9848198834
9298800774

9391282504

Manufacturers of
HM-HDPE, PP

LLDPE Bags & Liners with
Flexo and Roto Printing

R.P. Granules

DHANALAXMI POLYMERS
6-5-103/6, Babu Reddy Nagar
Kattedan, Rajendra Nagar, Hyderabad

SAI KRISHNA PLASTIC
7-3-118, Ramcharan Oil Industries
Kattedan, Hyderabad 500 077

Rakesh Kumar Tripathy
(Manager)

Krishna Kumar Rathi
(Proprietor)

9346521307

8125869671

Anti Moisture/
Dam Powder & Additive

Mfrs of 
Plastic Jars and Bottles

New
Members 
Welcome

SHREE VAISHNAVI PLAST
Flat No. D5, Reliance Homes 
Banjara Hills, Road No. 7
Opp UCO Bank, Hyderabad

Abhishek Agarwal
(Partner) 9848426986

Stockist of 
PVC Raw Materials



Name & Address of the Member  Representative  Ph. No.  Line of Activity| | |

CEYENAR CHEMICALS PVT. LTD.
Plot No. 85, NITCO Compound
Phase I, IDA, Jeedimetla, Hyderabad 500055

PAINT HOUSE IMPORTERS
5-1-526/6, 1st Floor, OM Sanmata Enclave
Jambagh, Hyderabad 500095

V A K Unni Menon Sr.
(Manager)

Atul J Shah

Kiran J Shah
(Sleeping Partner)

(Proprietor)

9848426986

9393338787
9394478787

Stockist of
PVC Raw Materials

Raw Material

SUNRISE POLYPACK
101, Annapurna Residency, Street No. 12
Himayathnagar, Hyderabad 500029

SR ENTERPRISES
7-1-77, Flat No. C2, Jyothi Apartments
Ameerpet DK Road, Hyderabad 500016

Madhu Loya
Anuja Loya
Arun Lahoti

Ritesh Pugalia
(Proprietor)

9849037098
9030027098
9246176079

Blow Moulded Bottles
made on fully 

Automatic EBM

Manufacturers of
Plastic Articles for

the packaging of Goods
(Plastic Bags, Snacks,

Containers, Boxes, Cases
Carboys, Bottles etc.,)

SONA POLYMERS
Plot No. 31/D, sai Baba Nagar
Kattedan, Hyderabad 500077

SRI SAI BALAJI POLYMERS
3-14-88, Shakti Sai Nagar, Mallapur
Hyderabad 500076

M.G. INDUSTRIES
H.No. 54, Ambience Fort, 
Attapur Inner Ring Road
Mehdipatnam,. Hyderabad 500048

MUSKAAN ROTO PACK PVT. LTD.
14-9-578, Chudi Bazar, Hyderabad 500012

Saurav Kumar

Sandip Baid
(Proprietor)

(Manager)

Dharamdra Kumar 
Singh
(Manager)

Tushar Gupta

Chandra Mohan 
Agarwal

Pankaj Agarwal
(Director)

(Director)

9032093927
9290126701

9959996182

8500588585

9849161635
9390013492

All kinds of reprocessed
of Granules & 
Master Batch

Manufacturers of
Reprocess Granules

Cool Water-Jugs
Insulated Containers

Roto Gravure Printed
Laminated Rolls, Bags

and other Flexible
Packaging

New
Members 
Welcome



Name & Address of the Member  Representative  Ph. No.  Line of Activity| | |

RR ENTERPRISES
D.No. 10-5-77, Fatehnagar, Near Post Office Lane
Hyderabad 500018

MAHALAKSHMI PLASTICS
Shop No. 10-4-143, Fatehnagar, PO Road
Hyderabad. Ch. Guna

S A S Mould Tech
16-6-33/P, Opp. New Life Thumbay Hospital
Chaderghat, Hyderabad

B. Raja Raju
(Proprietor)

Shaker
(Proprietor)

Mohd. Abdul Rasheed

Mohd Abdul Waheed
(Managing Director)

(Director)

9246531112

9848268009
7097392288

EPE Foam Fitments
PP Flute Boxes and
PV Foam Products

Injection Moulding 
Machine, 4 No's

Manufacturers of
Moulds

New
Members 
Welcome



News
Update

The Maharashtra government's 

dec i s ion to ban p las t i c  an  

"impractical" idea. This is what an 

apex body of plastic manufacturers, 

All India Plastics Manufacturers 

Association, has dubbed the 

government's move as.

The government has begun the 

groundwork to ban plastic from 

March 2018. It has issued a 3-month 

deadline to bottled water companies 

to set up a reverse supply mechanism 

and recycling plants, failing which a 

complete ban on plastic will be 

enforced in the state.

President of the apex body, Hiten 

Bheda, said that the government 

should look at a "holistic way to deal 

with the impact that plastic can have 

on the environment if it is serious 

about the issue instead of taking 

decisions in haste" .

The apex body claims that it has been 

proven that compared to its 

alternatives, plastic has the lowest 

c a rbon  footpr i n t  rega rd ing  

t r an spor t a t i on , p roduc t i on , 

power consumption, processing 

temperatures, scrap recycling and 

washing.

"Nearly 90% of plastic is recycled. For 

the rest 10%, the government must 

look at tackling the issue of littering 

of plastic as this bit does not make it 

to the recycling process," said Bheda.

The body's chairman, Haren Sanghavi, 

said that the plastic industry in India 

includes 55,000 processing firms, 

20,000 recycling units, 55 lakh 

employees and over 70 lakh indirect 

employees including rag-pickers and 

waste collectors. "Banning plastic will 

not solve the issue. It will cause mass 

unemployment," he said.

Mumbai, Nov 27 () Plastic industy 

body All India Plastics Manufacturers 

Association (AIPMA), today urged 

the government to work jointly with 

all stakeholders to evolve a workable 

solution on waste management as 

Maharashtra government is mulling 

the idea of banning of carry bags and 

PET bottles from March 2018.

The state government, in a bid to 

become a plastic-free state from 

March 2018, had reportedly banned 

packaged  wa ter  bo t t l e s  i n  

government offices and issued a 

three-month deadline to bottled 

water companies to set up a reverse 

supply mechanism and recycling 

plants, failing which a complete ban 

on plastics will be enforced.

Earlier in 2005, the government had 

imposed a ban on plastic bags less 

than 50 microns thick after the 

deluge that claimed several lives in 

Mumbai and its suburbs that year.

However, the implementation of the 

ban has not been up to the mark, 

AIPMA said.

"We have  urged  the  s ta te  

government to drop the idea of 

banning plastic products and work 

jointly with all stakeholders. AIPMA is 

ready to provide all technical support 

in plastic waste management. 

Currently, about 90 per cent of PET 

bottles are recycled in the country," 

AIPMA president Hiten Bheda told 

reporters here.

"It would be a challenge in enforcing 

the ban as consumers will source 

goods from neighbouring states," 

Bheda explained.

Haren Sanghavi, the association's 

chairman said the plastics industry is 

a sun-rise industry having 55,000 

processing companies, 20,000 

recycling units, 55 lakh direct 

employees and over 70 lakh indirect 

employees including rag-pickers and 

waste collectors.

“Banning plast ics wi l l  cause

mass unemployment and de-

industrialisation," he said.

Plastic ban not practical, 
will cause loss of jobs: Assn

AIPMA urges government to find solutions instead of banning plastics



News
Update

UDHIANA: Punjab government on 
Monday signed 50 MoUs, with a total 
investment of Rs 1200 crore, for the 
upcoming plastic clusters in the state. 
On the occasion, the chief minister, 
Captain Amarinder Singh, released a 
document  t i t l ed  " I nve s tmen t  
Opportunities in the Plastic Sector", 
outlining the government's plans to 
promote investment in the plastic 
sector and the fiscal incentives for the 
MSME Plastic Processing Units

Speaking on the occasion, Amarinder 
said that the state was seeking to 
develop plastic industry clusters in 
Sangrur, Patiala, Bathinda and Ludhiana 
and Punjab's new Industrial Policy, with 

its various incentives for the state, 
would help the industry compete in the 
market.

Amarinder also lauded HMEL's World 
Class Cracker & Petrochemical 
Complex at Bathinda, which he said 
would open up vast opportunities in the 
Plastic Processing, Plastic Machinery, 
Additives and related industries in the 
State of Punjab. HMEL, which has 
already invested Rs 32000 crore in the 
state and is planning a further 
investment of Rs 23000 crore. 

The chief minister assured the plastic 
industry of full support getting all the 
clearances at the district level by setting 

up single window system at the district 
level under the deputy commissioner. 
He further said his government will 
seek the Centre's assistance under 
Plastics Parks Development Scheme for 
developing infrastructure for the 
Industry.

Pointing out that plastics find 
application in most of the industrial 
sectors, the chief minister said the 
demand for plastics could be taken as an 
indication of industrial growth and 
development of the economy. He 
described plastics as a sustainable 
industry, required for various consumer 
goods, packaging, infrastructure and 
other usage.

Punjab government signs 50 MoUs worth 
Rs 1200 crore to boost plastic industry

The 49th Board Meeting of the
World Packaging Organisation held in Brazil appointed

as 

in recognition of his vast experience in 
printing, paper board and packaging sectors.

Sri AVPS Chakravarti 

Packaging Ambassdor for Asia

Proud Moments

TAAPMA family congratulates him 
on his proud achievement.



News
Update

The Delhi government today came 
under fire from the National Green 
Tribunal which rapped it over the 
rampant use and easy availability of 
plastic in the national capital, despite 
prohibition. 

The Delhi government today came 
under fire from the National Green 
Tribunal which rapped it over the 
rampant use and easy availability of 
plastic in the national capital, despite 
prohibition. A bench headed by NGT 
Chairperson Justice Swatanter Kumar 
said that despite the ban being imposed, 
plastic was available free of cost in every 
part of Delhi. It directed the AAP 
government to strictly implement its 

ban order in the city and sought a 
detailed status report on the issue. 
“Why are you not implementing the 
plastic ban effectively? People are 
getting plastic bags for free from every 
part of the national capital. Why have 
you not taken action against the 
violators? Better implement our order 
or face action,” the bench said. The 
counsel appearing for the Delhi 
government, however, said they have 
seized plastic and were taking action 
against the violators.

The tribunal was hearing a plea filed by 
Ropar resident Abhinav Guleria alleging 
that the non-woven plastic bags were 
being used in the markets which were 

also non-biodegradable. The green 
panel had last year banned the use of 
disposable plastic in Delhi and NCR 
with effect from January 1 this year and 
directed the city government to take 
steps to reduce dumped waste.

The NGT had prohibited the use of 
disposable plastic in the entire city, 
especially at hotels, restaurants, public 
and private functions, while asking the 
Delhi government to take appropriate 
steps against “storage, sale and use” of 
such material from January 1. It had also 
said that an environment compensation 
of Rs 10,000 would be imposed on 
vegetable vendors and slaughter houses 
for throwing garbage in public places.

Delhi government faces 
NGT wrath over use of plastic in city

SABIC introduced at Formnext 2017 a 
unique new fused deposition modeling 
filament that delivers markedly 
improved impact resistance compared 
to currently available filaments. The new 
product, suitable for potential 
aerospace, consumer and automotive 
applications, meets growing global 
demand for higher performing additive 
manufacturing consumables and is the 
first in a series of differentiated 
materials SABIC plans to launch in the 
coming year. With the addition of this 
new high-impact filament, SABIC is 
demonstrating its ability to deliver on 
the promise of bringing differentiated 
materials to the market to help position 
additive manufacturing as a viable full-
scale production process.

The new filament will further expand 
SABIC's robust portfolio of additive 

manufacturing materials, which includes 
six filaments designed for use with 
Stratasys® Fortus® printers, and a 
family of reinforced compounds for 
large format additive manufacturing, 
both of which were introduced earlier 
this year. These technologies are based 
on the company's high-performance 
polycarbonate (PC), polyetherimide 
(PEI), acrylonitrile-butadiene-styrene 
(ABS) and polyphenylene ether (PPE) 
engineering resins, several of which have 
been used for additive manufacturing 
for many years.

SABIC exhibited parts at Formnext 
2017 that were printed at its Additive 
Manufacturing Centers of Excellence in 
Pittsfield, Massachusetts and Bergen op 
Zoom, the Netherlands using the new 
high-impact strength filament and the 
c o m p a n y ' s  o t h e r  a d d i t i v e  
manufacturing products. 

Sabic launches new high-
impact strength filament for additive manufacturing

In 1907, Chemist Leo Hendrik 

discovered Bakelite, a plastic 

made from heated wood alcohol 

and tar. The material was strong 

and fire-resistant and soon 

became the 'Material of a 

Thousand Uses'. It was used to 

build telephones, appliances, 

cameras, fittings and multiple 

other items across the planet.

Polymers are giant molecules 

which contain thousands of 

smaller molecules called 

monomers. Plastic is produced 

through a process called 

polymerisation which links these 

monomers into long-chains.

Do You Know !
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On the outskirts of England's Sherwood 
Forest, one of the world’s most 
innovative plastic recycling plants is 
turning discarded vacuum cleaners, 
stereos and toasters into millions of 
multi-colored plastic pellets. At price 
per weight, these tiny pellets are more 
valuable than steel and sold as raw 
material to manufacturers as a 
replacement for virgin plastic in new 
products from mobile phones to cars.

MBA Polymers is considered the world 
leader in retrieving and producing high-
value plastics from end-of-life durable 
goods that normally end up in landfill or 
incinerated. With sites in Austria, China 
and the UK, the company managed to 
recycle 110,000 tonnes last year—that’s 
62 Big Bens. Each tonne uses 80 percent 
less energy and generates up to three 
tonnes less carbon dioxide than virgin 
plastic produced from petrochemicals. 
MBA Polymers says its plastic tends to 
be at least 10 percent cheaper as well, 
depending on oil prices.

The company estimates that globally, 
less than one-tenth of the plastic from 
complex waste streams is recycled. 
Products such as electronics, household 
goods and automobiles are particularly 
difficult to treat since they often contain 
several different types of plastics mixed 
with metals and glass.

Paul Mayhew, MBA's General Manager 
in the UK, said, “The process is 
complicated and our technology was 
the first of its kind. Our strictly patented 
process remains a closely guarded 
secret.”

That process got its start back in 1992, 
when engineer Dr. Mike Biddle set up a 
lab in his garage in Pittsburg, California. 
Borrowing ideas from mining and grain 

processing, he began to experiment 
with the complicated business of 
plastics recycling. In 1992 he founded 
MBA Polymers, which has since 
registered more than 60 patents for 
magnetical ly extracting metals, 
shredding the plastics, sorting them by 
type and producing graded pellets. (Dr. 
Biddle no longer heads the company.)

MBA Polymers claims to recover more 
material from end-of-life durable goods 
than any other plastic recycler and 
continues to invest heavily in research 
and development. Last January at the 
World Economic Forum in Davos it 
won the "Young Global Leaders Award 
for Circular Economy SME" category of 
the prestigious Circular Awards and 
was selected by the audience for The 
Davos Prize as "The Most Impactful and 
Innovative Circular Economy Story 
from the Evening."

The company had a £40 million (US $52 
million) turnover last year, and at the 
beginning of this year Elephant Equity 
took over 100 percent of its shares. The 
MBA Polymers website says the 
German private equity firm will “further 
develop the recycling technology and 
establish new production facilities in 
promising markets.”

One of those markets is the United 
States, where MBA Polymers started 
selling its plastic pellets last year and has 
experienced 300 percent growth 
already. How sustainable this growth 
will be remains to be seen, with a fickle 
political landscape and landfill disposal 
in certain states costing as little as six 
dollars a tonne.

MBA Polymers has other challenges, 
including convincing manufacturers that 
recycled plastic is as good as its virgin 

alternative. As Mayhew pointed out, 
“Some manufacturers are proud to 
announce they use our recycled plastic, 
but others keep secret their use of our 
high-specification products for fear that 
consumers will mistake it for poor 
quality.”

Another issue is what to do with all 
those pellets in countries where 
manufacturing has slowed. Margaret 
Bates, President of the UK Chartered 
Institution of Waste Management, 
explained, “One of the things holding 
back companies like MBA Polymers is 
that the market for secondary material 
is quite volatile. There is no point in 
collecting plastics to recycle if we can’t 
find something to put them into.” She 
said that change will come when 
countries start producing things closer 
to home again.

That is not a problem in China, which 
imports most of the world's waste, 
including some 7.3 million tonnes of 
plastic last year. But the country has 
announced that it plans to shut shop on 
the globe’s garbage starting in 2018, 
since much of it is polluted. This news 
presents an enormous opportunity for 
the world’s mixed plastic recyclers. 
“Companies in the EU couldn't 
compete with China as a buyer of this 
material,” Mayhew said, “because we 
have strict laws governing how you deal 
with it.” He noted that China recycles 
only about half of the imported waste, 
sending the rest to landfill, and that MBA 
Polymers will operate differently. “We 
will offer a solution to correctly handle 
this waste, put it back into manufacture 
as a high quality product, and close the 
loop.” 

Turning plastic rubbish into profits 



News
Update

Plastic remains one of the most 
discussed wastes. According to data 
released by the Central Pollution 
Control Board, in 2016 the country 
generated around 15,342 tonnes of 
plastic waste daily, of which, 9,205 
tonnes was reported to be recycled. 
The remaining 6,137 tonnes was left 
littered or uncollected.

Despite several attempts to 
decrease the use of plastic by 
legislation, it has clearly not 
happened. And though, over the 
years, several States have declared a 
blanket ban on plastic, none of them 
can boast of much success.

It is to combat this pollution by 
plastic that Rajagopalan Vasudevan, 
Pro fessor  o f  Chemis t r y  a t  
Thiagarajar College of Engineering, 
Madurai came up with the idea of 
using waste plastic, along with 
b ituminous mixes , for road 
construction.

“There are more than 7,000 plastic 
manufacturing companies in Tamil 
Nadu alone, so banning plastic is not 
an ideal solution,” he says. He zeroed 
in on a new technology that is now 
being used for the construction of 
over one lakh kms of road in 11 
states. In 2015-2016, the National 
Rural Road Development Agency laid 
around 7,500 km of roads using 
plastic waste. Vasudevan developed 
the technology in 2002. His 
experiment of mixing waste plastic 
with heated bitumen and coating the 
mixture over stone proved positive. 
He used the formula to construct a 
road inside his college the same year. 
The road proved to be strong and is 
still in use.

What does the technology entail? 
Plastic wastes such as carry bags, 

cups, thermocole, foam and flexible 
film are shredded into sizes between 
1.6mm and 2.5mm. The granite stone 
is heated to around 170°C and the 
shredded plastics waste is added to it. 
The mixture that arises gets coated 
over stone in just 30 seconds. 
Bitumen is then added and the mix is 
used for road construction, even as 
the road is laid at temperatures 
between 110°C and 120°C. The 
process can also be carried out using 
a central mixing plant. “It helps to 
have better control over the 
temperature and better mixing for a 
uniform coating. All types of roads 
including national highways can be 
laid using this technology,” says 
Vasudevan, also known as the ‘Plastic 
Man of India’.

The professor received a patent for 
his technology in 2006. He is also 
receiving favourable responses from 
State Governments. Legislation too 
sided with him, and in November 
2015 the Centre made it mandatory 
to use waste plastic, along with 
b ituminous mixes , for road 
construction.

Refuting the argument

Of course, along the way Vasudevan 
has faced several hiccups. Some 
environmentalists felt roads built 
with plastics are not a solution, but a 
source of pollution. They argued that 
plastics release toxic gases when 
heated, so it is harmful to the 
environment.

Vasudevan refuted these allegations. 
“The plastic materials used in this 
technology are getting softened 
around 140oC without releasing any 
gas,” he says. “They decompose to 
release gases only when they are 
heated beyond 270oC. Our working 

temperature is only 170oC. We 
never go beyond this temperature. 
Therefore there is no question of any 
gas release.”

On the problem of photo-
degradation, which causes plastics to 
break down when exposed to 
environmental factors such as light 
and heat, the professor explained 
that plastic coated over stone 
interacts with the hot bitumen and 
gets diffused. There is no separate 
existence for the plastic anymore. 
Neither light nor heat affects it. In 
fact, the bleeding is reduced.

Vasudevan emphasises that the road 
construction process is eco-friendly, 
with no toxic gas releases. It is also 
cheaper to construct as the 
technology can save around 10 per 
cent of bitumen. “It doubles the 
strength of roads and controls wear 
and tear to a large extent. The roads 
will last more than 10 years without 
any maintenance,” he claims.

No longer the road less travelled

About P lastics
The very first plastic was 

Parkesine, invented by 

Alexander Parkes in 1856. It 

cracked and was flammable, 

so was not a total success. 

The Beijing Subways allows 

travelers to use plastic 

bottles as a form of payment 

to encourage recycling.
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How to change plastic's 'waste' reputation

An environmentalist and a plastics 
representative walk into a bar. The 
environmentalist says, "Plastic is killing 
the planet." The plastics representative 
responds, "But plastics save resources 
by being so efficient!" They roll their 
eyes at one another and sit at opposite 
ends of the bar. And so continues the 
Great Plastics Divide.

Can the differences ever be reconciled? 
Let's look at each perspective and, yes, 
some possible solutions.

Plastic has long been targeted as 
demonstrative of our throwaway 
society, our culture of excess, of waste. 
This image of plastics is so prevalent 
that you see it in contemporary art. 
Brooklyn-based artist Dana Bell 
recently thermoformed bio-plastic art 
as critique of our contemporary modes 
of production and consumption. Her 
project abstract reads:

"My newest body of work is based on 
the problems of production found in 
f a s t  f a s h i o n ,  l i m i t e d - u s e  
furnishings/decor, and commercial 
packaging. Using the very tools, 
materials and techniques behind the 
modalities of mass production, I am 
creating sculptures, paintings, and 
photographs. In doing so, I seek to 
develop a body of work which speaks in 
critical dialogue with over-production, 
over-consumption, and the disposable 
desire that holds accumulative 
manufacture together, and propels the 
system of proliferating waste…By re-
contextualizing the materiality of waste 
and industrial byproducts and 
transforming the detritus into 
intentional art objects, I aim to focus 
attention upon, and to denormalize 
escalating waste culture."

Dana Bell's algae-plastic thermoformed 
art looks to challenge our "waste 

culture" by using the very technologies 
of mass production to create 
decomposing art. Material provided by 
Dordan via ALGIX LLC.

B u t  # p l a s t i c s m a ke i t p o s s i b l e  
proponents tweet alongside stories of 
how plastic packaging protects food the 
longest, reducing spoilage. Natural 
capital accounting firm TruCost 
supports these arguments, finding that 
plastics are in fact the preferable 
env i ronmenta l  mater i a l  when  
compared with alternatives intended to 
perform the same function.

But when has science ever trumped 
public perspective? Take the plastic 
shopping bag-a waterproof, durable, 
lightweight packet capable of holding 
more than a thousand pounds its 
weight, soon to become a relic of 
modern convenience, thanks to bag 
bans aimed at its eradication.

Thus, plastics making it possible doesn't 
replace the powerful images of 
albatrosses with plastic debris in their 
decaying stomachs, or children in India 
sifting through mounds of plastic 
garbage; it doesn't change the 
economics of recycling, where much 
post-consumer plastic is of too little 
value to recover; and it doesn't help 
position the industry toward a 
sustainable future where plastics is 
regarded as the true engineering marvel 
it is, not the environmental burden it is 
perceived to be.

Some argue that plastic isn't the 
problem: people, policy and/or waste 
management schemes are. If we 
facilitate more recycling at the 
municipal level, and encourage the 
responsible disposal of plastic at the 
behavioral level, through education, 
incentives and investment in the 
recovery infrastructure, then we won't 

see plastics in our waterways or 
landfills.

These remedies to the problem of 
plastic waste, though helping to move 
the needle, are too granular. Even if all of 
the best practices were sophistically 
i m p l e m e n t e d , i t  w o u l d  n o t  
fundamentally change the public's 
perception of plastic, because it would 
not solve the global problem of plastic 
waste.

The solution to the war of plastic 
ideologies becomes clear. The 
sociological construction of plastics as 
s y m b o l i c  o f  w a s t e  c u l t u r e -
communicated through Bell's art-will 
only be replaced with proper 
representation, when the global 
problem of plastic waste is tackled. 
Perception is power, and the perception 
of plastic can't oscillate between good 
and evil, but fall on the truth.

The economy of waste is not divorced 
from capitalism. In the majority of 
America, waste management is funded 
by taxes and managed by municipalities. 
In countries with Extended Producer 
Responsibility programs, however, 
industry funds waste management and 
private companies compete for the 
management of the waste. America's 
plastic recycling rates have stagnated 
while countries with EPR boast high 
plastic recovery and recycling rates. 
Economics and policy therefore dictate 
the success of waste management.

But it's not as simple as who pays or 
how it's managed when we are talking 
about eradicating global plastic waste.

Years ago I wanted the thermoformed 
packaging that Dordan makes to be 
recycled. I didn't understand why, if it 
was made from recycled water bottles, 

What is the solution then?

- Chandler Slavin
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it couldn't be recycled with plastic 
water bottles. I wasn't alone.

The price for virgin plastics was high, 
there was more capacity and demand 
for recycled polyethylene terephthalate 
(rPET) than supply, and Walmart 
released its infamous "Packaging 
Scorecard." Industry alliances, recyclers, 
brand owners, producers and non-
profits all championed for the recovery 
of thermoformed plastic packaging. The 
argument was PET thermoformed 
packaging could and would be recycled 
post-consumer if: (1) there was enough 
quality and quantity in the post-
c o n s u m e r  w a s t e  s t r e a m  t o  
economically justify the collection and 
reprocessing of it; (2) it could be 
efficiently and affordably sorted at the 
recycling facility from look-alike 
containers, like polyvinyl chloride (PVC) 
clamshells; (3) it wouldn't contaminate 
the existing PET water bottle recycling 
stream; and (4) there was a sustainable 
and consistent demand for the 
recyclate.

Thanks to the hard work of a lot of 
people, all the moving pieces came 
together, and it was reported in 2012 by 
Moore Recycling Associates that PET 
thermoformed containers are now 
"recyclable" insofar as the majority of 
American communities have access to 
facilities that can reprocess the 
material.

What's the recycling rate of PET 
thermoformed containers today? Not 
terribly impressive. That's because the 
cost of virgin plastics dropped, the 
reprocessing was found to be 
challenging, and the economics and 
initiatives that catalyzed the collection 
and recovery mostly disintegrated.

This story provides a snap shot into the 
complexities of the economics of 
recycling plastic packaging in North 

America.

The recycling market is in a constant 
state of flux depending on an array of 
factors that continuously ebb and flow. 
Countries with EPR, hands down, are 
the most proficient at recovering waste, 
but that is because of fundamental 
differences in consumer attitudes and 
governmental structure and funding. If 
the majority of ocean debris comes 
from the same four countries in the 
southern pacific that lack basic waste 
management infrastructure, then it is 
extremely doubtful that said countries 
can fundamentally change their culture 
and politics to implement EPR to stop 
the leakage of plastics into the oceans.  

The New Plastics Economy is a global 
initiative looking to eliminate plastic 
waste through innovation and 
collaboration. Spearheaded by the Ellen 
MacArthur Foundation and joined by an 
impressive alliance of companies, 
philanthropists, governments and non-
government organizations (NGOs), the 
NPE is a concept rooted in a 2016 
report by the World Economic Forum 
and the Ellen MacArthur Foundation, 
with analytical support from McKinsey 
& Co. Titled The New Plastics Economy-
Rethinking the future of plastics, the 
report provides the vision of a global 
economy in which plastic never 
becomes waste.

The report illustrates a disconnect 
between the value of the plastic 
packaging we produce and use and its 
associated value after use. Because there 
is little post-consumer value associated 
with much plastic packaging, there is little 
economic impetus to collect and recycle 
it. Thus, the majority of plastic packaging 
remains outside the circular economy 
model, making its way into the natural 
environment and persisting in our 

What is changing now?

waterways and oceans.

Susan Freinkel's 2011 "Plastics: A Toxic 
Love Story" was ahead of its time. In it she 
notes this inherent economic disconnect 
of plastic. She writes,

"We are burying the same kinds of energy-
dense molecules we spend a fortune to 
pump from the ground, scrap from mines, 
and blast mountaintops to reach. When we 
put these previous molecules into products 
we designed for the briefest of uses, we 
inevitably lose sight of their worth. We 
forget that an item like a used soda bottle is 
an item worth saving, not trash to be 
thrown away."

Art is a barometer of society, its 
manifestations are glimpses into the 
cultural imaginations of a time and place. 
The sociological construction of plastics 
as representative of waste culture can be 
replaced, but it requires changing the 
economics of plastics such that plastics 
never become waste.

Instead of those in the industry 
inadvertently taking to the defense of 
plastics by focusing only on its success 
stories, all should acknowledge the global 
problem of plastics pollution, and learn 
intimately of the initiatives underway. 
Knowledge is more powerful than 
perspective when spread eagerly, so lets 
use our media platforms to share the new 
plastics economy initiative. On the vehicle 
of an informed populous, the opposing 
ideologies of plastics can finally come 
together, and toast to the sustainment of 
both the industry and the planet.

Let's rally together behind the new 
plastics economy, because no one wants 
to drink alone.

Courtesy:

Sustainability Co-ordinator

Dordan Manufacturing Co. Inc.

Chandler Slavin



News
Update

FDA has approved the first vertebral 
b o d y  r e p l a c e m e n t  s y s t e m  
manufactured from PEEK-Optima HA 
enhanced polymer. Orthopedic implant 
manufacturer Omnia Medical VBR 
(Morgantown, WV) received 510(k) 
clearance from FDA for the medical 
device , which it developed in 
collaboration with Jalex Medical 
(Westlake, OH), which contributed 
product development and regulatory 
assistance, and Invibio Biomaterial 
Solutions (Thornton Cleveleys, UK), 
which provided the material.

Vertebral body replacement is a type of 
surgery used to treat unstable fractures 
of the lower or middle regions of the 
spine, explains the Laser Spine Institute 
on its website. The highly invasive 
procedure involves replacing the 
damaged vertebra with one or more 
implants made of metal, ceramic, acrylic, 

First polymer-based vertebral body replacement implant cleared by FDA

carbon or, in this particular case, PEEK 
in order to improve alignment.

"Omnia Medical VBR is an intuitive 
device that is easy for the surgeon to 
use, and the benefits of hydroxyapatite 
(HA) incorporated into the structure of 
the implant is a real advance for our 
patients as it potentially offers improved 
outcomes," said Robert Gewirtz, MD, a 
neurosurgeon in Columbus, OH, who is 
quoted in the press release distributed 
by Invibio.

The novel single-use device is available 
in two footprints and allows fine 
adjustments of height and lordosis-the 
normal inward curvature of the lumbar 
(lower) and cervical regions of the 
spine-using spacers and endplates. It 
features a hollow center and holes to 
accommodate autograft or allograft 
while encouraging formation of new 
bone and includes anti-migration 
features.

HA is an osteoconductive material that 
enhances bone apposition, and it is fully 
integrated into the PEEK-Optima HA 
matrix. The biomaterial offers all the 
clinical advantages of PEEK OPTIMA 
Natural, including a modulus similar to 
cortical bone, reduced stress shielding 
and artifact-free imaging that allows for 
clear fusion assessment, according to 
Invibio. It has been shown to improve 
bone apposition and demonstrate 
performance advantages compared 
with unfilled PEEK-Optima Natural in 
pre-clinical animal studies. In addition, as 
observed by surgeons, early clinical 
results have shown solid fusions with 
dense bone apposition at six months 
and beneficial clinical outcomes for 
p a t i e n t s , r e v e a l i n g  s p e c i f i c  
improvements in overall pain and 
neurological function, said Invibio.

Global firms line up for India’s largest convention centre; 
Rs 26,000-cr project may create 5L jobs

Nearly 15 global players including 
Samsung Construction and China 
Construction are competing with 
home-grown companies such as L&T 
and Reliance Infrastructure for bagging 
the contract for constructing India’s 
largest convention centre.

The government has invited the request 
for proposal by December 8 under the 
eng ineer ing , procurement and 
construction (EPC) mode after the Rs 
26,000 crore International Convention 
and Expo Centre (IICC) project 
received the Union cabinet’s nod earlier 
this month.

The Department of Industrial Policy 
and Promotion (DIPP) held a pre-bid 
meeting on November 6 to gauge the 
interest of the market players where 
the project managed to grab global 
attention, according to government 
officials.

The EPC contract will be finalised by the 
end of December this year. It would 
involve development of trunk 
infrastructure along with exhibition-
cum-convention centre and internal 
road network system, and underground 
car parking facilities. The first phase will 
commence in January 2018 and is likely 

to be completed by December 2019.

“Convention and exhibition facilities 
will be operated and managed by 
experienced global players… The 
facilities will be on a par with the best in 
the industry worldwide in size and 
quality,” said a senior government 
official, who did not wish to be 
identified.

Several international exhibition 
organisers from Germany, Singapore, 
Australia, Hong Kong and Dubai have 
evinced interest in operating the IICC, 
the official said.
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3D printing: Continued growth and 
expanded applications on the horizon

Ever since the idea of "printing" parts 
with polymer powders containing a 
binder came onto the scene, it's been a 
roller-coaster ride. During all of the ups 
and downs of the 3D printing/additive 
manufacturing sector, however, the 
notion that one could actually make 
plastic parts without a mold has 
maintained a grip on the imaginations of 
many manufacturers.

Gordon Styles, founder and President of 
Star Rapid, a company that provides 3D 
printing and injection molding services 
from its manufacturing facility in 
Zhongshan, China, notes that much of 
the struggle the industry endured was 
because it wasn't founded on "proper 
economics."

After the latest dip in the 2014-2015 
time period, people began recognizing 
an underlying reality: There are 
opportunities and there will be a lot of 
growth, particularly in the metals sector, 
which Styles estimates to be around 
$250 million today and will grow to 
about $8 billion in the next decade. 
"Metals are the production sector," 
Styles told PlasticsToday in a phone 
interview. "That's a very big market."

What's happening, Styles explained, is 
that "some of the big boys are 
scrambling for additional market share." 
GE, for example, a year ago acquired 
73.5% of Arcam AB and 75% of Concept 
Laser to further its presence in the 
additive manufacturing space. "There is 
a signed MoU relating to a strategic 
collaboration in additive manufacturing 
between GE and GKN, an engineering 
group that operates in the aviation and 
automotive markets globally. GE will 
provide a provision of machines and 
services to position GKN as a 

development and production partner; 
in exchange, GKN will become a non-
exclusive preferred powder supplier to 
GE and its affiliated companies. GE is 
trying to take control of the entire 
manufacturing bureau sector, not 
necessarily by acquiring companies, but 
[by allowing] anyone who wants to set 
up a service bureau to contact GE 
[which will] provide the machine," 
Styles commented."GE wants to take 
the entire service bureau sector by 
stealth. That is an extremely bold idea."

Mergers and acquisitions, and even 
par tnersh ips , i n  the  add i t i ve  
manufacturing sector was the hot news 
coming out of formnext 2017, which 
was held in Frankfurt, Germany, on Nov. 
14 to 17. "Almost everybody is being 
courted by somebody," commented 
Styles, who projects that "M&A will 
continue as people scramble to enter 
the market."

It's a different story when it comes to 
plastics. The idea is still floating around 
that at some point 3D printing 
technology will produce plastic parts in 
volume and compete with injection 
molding, eliminating the need for molds. 
While that is an attractive idea to many 
OEMs who would like to reduce the 
cost of injection molding, it remains 
lodged in the distant future.

Putting a fleet of laser sintering 
machines in a large room and turning 
them all on to print the same part isn't 
what many manufacturers have in mind 
when it comes to making high volumes 
of parts. Moldmakers can breathe a sigh 
of relief probably for another decade or 
so.

While 3D printing seems to be 

ubiquitous, people looking at the 
technology are realizing that it's not 
ideal for every part manufacturing 
requirement. "You have to search for 
niche applications," said Styles. "It has to 
be the right application for the kind of 
manufacturing service you're looking to 
utilize.

When asked what some of the 
challenges are to the future growth of 
3D printing, Styles believes that finding 
skilled employees can be a problem. 
"Everybody thinks 3D printing is easy to 
do, but in my experience of more than 
24 years, it's not easy," he said. "There 
are lots of skills needed around the 
trade. We need highly skilled engineers 
and metrologists in metal 3D printing. 
Plastics is a bit easier, but you still [have 
to perform] secondary processes-
finishing, painting or texturing, and 
fixturing for assembly. It's not too 
difficult but at the end of the day you 
might have 20 to 30 skilled people 
working on the various steps. The 
majority of applications still require 
some trade or craft skills around it."

Given the rapidly changing landscape in 
the 3D printing world, it appears that 
the technology has increasing 
opportunities for applications and 
markets in 2018 and beyond. For the 
plastics industry, including mold 
manufacturers, it would be a good idea 
to keep a close watch on 3D printing 
technology so that companies don't get 
left behind or shut out of expanding 
capabilities OEM customers are 
chasing.

Courtesy: 

www.plasticstoday.com
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A strong online presence for any ambitious business today 
is no longer an option but a strong necessity. In the last 
quarter of a decade, internet usage has grown and 
permanently changed the way communication takes place. 
Businesses have long started to use internet as a leverage to 
further their objectives. If you have a marketing plan in your 
mind that can increase the brand value for your business by 
boosting sales and attracting more customers, and looking 
for a way to pitch the idea to your boss, you’ll need to step 
into his shoes and walk a mile first. Anticipating the kind of 
questions, he might ask will help define your goals and 
strategies better towards an implementation stage.

Here is a list of questions and topics that your boss would 
want to know, if he isn’t convinced of the advantages of 
online marketing.

It’s a big risk to abandon a current marketing strategy and 
adopt a new one to pour resources into. Your boss is likely 
to feel the same way. How do you market a marketing 
strategy then? Figure out why your company needs online 
advertising in the first place, what gaps is it going to fill? what 
shortcomings is it going to overcome? how will it improve 
the brand value for the company better than its 
competitors? It’s the first stage of assessment and research. 
Keep in mind your current target demographics, costs, 
budgets, competitors etc to pitch what exactly is working in 
the market today and how you can reach for it.

?Social Media is basically free advertising. It offers a good 
platform to determine and assess where your audience is 
and what kind of content they really appreciate and identify 
with. The most overt benefits of social media include being 
able to connect directly with and understand your target 
audience. Old style advertisements on banners, radio and 
TV are majorly one sided. On social media platforms like 
Facebook, Twitter and Instagram, brands get the 
opportunity to make direct connections, continuous 
communication, address grievances and monitor consumer 
sentiment live. It also offers an open platform to monitor 
competitive forces. 

 Why is it necessary?

Social Media Strategy

Setting-Up the Company’s Blog

Paid Digital Advertising

Mobile Friendliness

Content consumption has evolved radically over the past 
two decades. Creation of compelling blog posts has taken 
over the traditional content marketing methods. 
Newspaper and Magazine articles and ads might have 
helped establish authority in your specialized area/category, 
but online blogging has this and so much more to offer. It 
helps the company create a brand field identity and build 
networks based on trust and relevance. With optimized 
content on the blog, you can effectively drive traffic to the 
company’s website. It can also offer a good conversion rate 
to make paying customers out of site visitors, if the right 
call-to-action button and message is given.

“Is it profitable to allocate the marketing budget to digital 
advertising and if yes,how?” is going to be a certain question 
from your boss when you pitch the idea of online 
advertising to him/her. Pay-per-click advertising can be 
tricky but with an expert’s aid the profits will far outweigh 
the risks. One, it is relatively cheaper than other forms of 
advertising and since the amount is calculated in small units, 
you have more power over how much you want to invest. 
There is no harm in starting small. The benefits, among many, 
include higher online visibility, highly targeted and 
consistent traffic to the website and an ROI(return on 
investment) that is maximized to your marketing efforts.

Most of a user’s internet activity is now shifting to his 
handheld mobile device. If you have a website, it needs to be 
optimised for mobile devices or it won’t rank as well as 
mobile friendly websites. It has been proven that the latter 
are given priority while indexing by Search Engine crawlers. 
Mobile optimisation improves the overall user experience 
by making content conveniently available on the go and 
increasing the site speed. It further increases a visitors time 
on the webpage and influence the conversion rate in a 
positive way. It’s a creative and effective means to give your 
website an edge over your competitors.

- Ms. Aditi Saxena

7 Things About Online Marketing 
Your Boss Wants to Know
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How to measure results?

Analytics for Digital Marketing

nowfloats.com

Once you’ve pitched your plan, your boss would want to 
Toolsavailable online to help you in this activity. They can help 

know how you propose to track results with digital 
determine your user demographics and study customer 

marketing. You need to design your marketing plan in such a 
behaviour. You can analyse your web traffic to demarcate what 

way that the measure of result is tangible and analysable. You 
content is most opened, liked and shared, as well as what 

could present specific statistical areas like how you aim to 
content needs revision. With a detailed knowledge of how 

measure an increases in sales, website traffic, social media 
your ads are performing on various websites that host them, 

activity, web searches, subscriptions and the number of new 
you can improve your ad performance and take control of 

and returning customers. This will not only provide you with 
your brand image.

the key areas to measure how your marketing plan is 
performing in future, but also be a convincing argument for Implementing online marketing for your company does not 
your boss. have to be an expensive and time consuming investment, so it 

shouldn’t be too hard to convince your boss of its necessity. 
With a competent expert in the field, your company can 

As discussed in the previous point, you need to have some 
profit from online marketing to leap forward ahead of its 

digital marketing analytics set up in order to measure the 
competition.

success of your marketing efforts. There are various free and 
Courtesypaid tools like Google Analytics, Moz and Webmaster 





The. much awaitedrnid-term review of the Foreign Trade Policy 2015 - 
20 (for brevity 'the FTP 201520') has been comp leted and the revised 
FTP2015 - 20 has been notified by the Central Government vide 
Notification No. 41/2015-2020 dated 05.l2.20l7.Basically, the FTP 20 
15- 20 has been amended in such a way that it is in line with the 
provisions of Goods and Services Tax (for brevity 'GST').It also 
provides impetus to specified labour intensive industries,such as, 
Textile, leather, agriculture, carpets, marine-products, etc., and also 
specified service sectors, by way of providing enhanced benefits under 
the Merchandise Export from India Scheme and the Service Export 
from India Scheme (for brevity 'MEIS'& 'SEIS').Following are the major 
key points one should know about the Revised FTP2015 - 20.

1. SEIS Rate has been increased from 5% to 7% for export of 
Professional Services, R&D Services, Rental & Leasing services, 
Business services, Tourism related services, Recreational, 
Cultural, and Sporting services, Transport services, 
Construction and related Engineering services, Educational 
services, and Health related and Social services. Notified SEIS 
Rate would be valid till 31.03.2018. It will be revised and 
announced at later point of time.

2. MEIS Rate has been increased from 5% to 7% for export of 
specified Agricultural products, Textile, leather, agriculture, 
carpets, marine-products, etc.

3. Few. ineligible. categories O'f exports!. ector provided under the 
Para 3.06 and 3.09 of =has been shifted to the Appendix 3B & 3D 
ofHBP 2015 - 20. This may be with a view to empower the DGFT 
to amend such ineligible categories/sectors, from time to time.

4.  Trust Based SelfRatification Scheme: Where SIaN is not notified 
by the DGFT, an Authorised Economic Operator (AEO)can 
obtain the Advance Authorisation based on the wastage norms 
declared by them to be certified by the Independent Chartered 
Engineer. Such cases will not be referred to the Norms 
Committee for fixation of Adhoc norms. This facility may be 
extended to other categories of exporter also.

5. Installation certificate has to be obtained from the jurisdictional 
Customs Authorities instead of Central Excise Authorities, or 
from the Independent Chartered Engineer, at the option ofthe 
EPCG Holder.

6. Capital goods installed at one unit are permitted to be shifted to 
another unit, provided the other unit is appearing in the IEC and 
RCMC ofthe EPCGHolder.

7. New Appendix 5F, listing out the negative list ofitems not 
permitted to be imported under the EPCG scheme has been 
notified.

8. Administrative control has been shifted from the Central Excise 
Authorities to the Customs Authorities. No Due Certificate has 
to be obtained from the Customs Authorities for exiting from 
the EOD Scheme.

MEIS & SEIS Scheme

Advance Authorisation Scheme

EPCG Scheme

EOU Scheme

9. No value limit on DTAsale ofgoods by an EOD. Limit on DTA 
sale upto 50% of FOB value of exports has been removed. 
However, said value restriction continues for DTA sale of 
services. Advance DTA sale retained upto 50% of estimated 
exports for first year. Deemed Exports

10. Scope of'Deemed exports' for the purpose ofthe FTPand the 
GST is explained.

11. Erstwhile list ofcategories ofDeemedExports for the purpose of 
FT Pcontinues except supply ofMarine Freight Containers by 
100% EOD which is now excluded.

12. TED refund benefit is restricted for supply of Excisable products 
under Schedule 4 ofCentral Excise Act 1944, to theAA holder 
and to the EOD.

* Scope ofMerchandise Exports from India Scheme (MEIS) and 
Service Exports from India Scheme (SEIS) enhanced. 

* MEIS incentive raised for ready-made garments and made- ups 
by 2% (additional annual outgo Rs 2,743 crore). 

* Across-the-board increase of 2 per cent in existing MEIS for 
exports by MSMEs/labour incentive industries (Rs 4,567 crore). 

* Annual incentive increasedhy 34_percent to Rs 8,450 croxe. 

* SEIS incentives raised by 2 per cent with a view to boosting 
services sector exports (Rs 1,140 crore). 

* To focus on improving ease of trading across borders for 
exporters and importers. 

* Professional team to handhold, assist and support exporters in 
accessing markets, meeting regulatory norms, New Logistics 
Division to promote integrated development ofthe logistics 
sector. 

* State-of-the-art trade analytics division in DGFT for data-based 
policy actions. 

* New agricultural exports policy to focus on increasing exports 
ofvalue-added agri products. *New Services Division in DGFT 
to examine Exim policies and procedures to push services 
exports.

* Supplies of goods and services to SEZs to be treated as zero 
rated under GST.

* Import of second hand goods for repair / refurbishing / 
reconditioning / re-engineering made free.

* Increase focus on exploring new markets and products, raising 
share in traditional markets and products.

* Promotion of exports by MSMEs and labour intensive sectors to 
increase employment opportunities for youth.

* To enhance participation of Indian industry in global value 
chains.

Highlights of the Mid-Term Review of the Foreign Trade 
Policy (FTP) 2015-20 released by Commerce and 
Industry Minister Suresh Prabhu :

Validity of Duty Credit Scrips increased from 18 months to 
24 months to enhance their utility in GST framework. 

News
to
Note

Key points of revised 
Foreign Trade Policy 2015-2020
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Precious Memories - the formation of APPMA happened
at the office belonging to Founder Secretary Sri B.D. Palan at Sultan Bazar, Hyderabad. 

The said office shown below in Blue Door is still there unchanged.
(Photo taken in November 2017)






